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LECTURE I. 


— Che Melreber’s Reconciliation, 
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From whence this fear and unbelief, 
If God, my Father, put to grief 
His spotless Son for me ? 
Can He, the righteous Judge of men, 
Condemn me for that debt of sin 
Which, Lord, was charged on Thee? 


Complete atonement Thou hast made, 
And to the utmost farthing paid 
Whate’er Thy people owed. 
How, then, can wrath on me take place, 
If sheltered in Thy righteousness, 
And sprinkled by Thy blood ? 


If Thou hast my discharge procured, 
And freely in my place endured 
The whole of wrath Divine, 
Payment God will not twice demand— 
First at my bleeding Surety’s hand, 
And then again at mine. 


Turn, then, my soul, unto thy rest— 

The merits of thy great High Priest 
Speak peace and liberty. 

Trust in His efficacious blood, 

Nor fear thy banishment from God, 
Since Jesus died for thee. 


LECTURE I. 


THE BELIEVERS RECONCILIATION. 


“ And in that day thou shalt say, O Lord, I will praise 
Thee: though Thou wast angry with me, Thine 
anger is turned away, and Thou comfortedst me. 
ІЗ АТАН xii 1. 


In expounding to you this chapter, 15 may 
be well to state that Isaiah exercised his 
prophetic office from the reign of Uzziah to 
that of Manasseh. It cannot, I believe, fall 
much short of fifty years—if not, as some 
compute it, nearly sixty. His style is re- 
markable for elegance and sublimity of 
imagery, as well as for the plain and abun- 
dant manner in which he speaks of Christ, 
and the times. of the Gospel. 
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The prophets, like other writers of the 
Word of God, “spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost ;” and as the Lord is of 

one mind,” we find they did not teach any 
new doctrines, or commandments, or ordi- 
nances, but appealed to the authenticated 
records. And indeed, so truly do the 
doctrinal statements of this prophet agree 
with the Gospels, that Isaiah has been called 
the Fifth Evangelist. 

The Jews themselves seem to have ap- 
plied this prophecy to the times of the 
Messiah ; and Bishop Lowth says, “On the 
last day of the Feast of Tabernacles they 
fetched water in a golden pitcher from the 
fountain of Siloam, springing at the foot of 
Mount Zion, without the city; they brought 
it through the Water Gate into the Temple, 
and poured it, mixed with wine, on the 
sacrifice, as it lay upon the altar, with great 
rejoicing ;” and they seem to have taken up 
this custom as an emblem of future blessing, 
and in allusion to the statement in the 3d 
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verse of this chapter, that “with joy they 
should draw water from the wells of salva- 
tion.” Indeed, the whole hymn (for that is 
what we must call it) seems, by its tenor and 
by many expressions in it, to be much better 
calculated for the use of the Christian than 
of the Jewish Church in any circumstances 
or at any time that can be assigned. 

I propose, therefore, to make this chapter 
the subject of my lectures, and from the six 
verses to consider the following subjects :— 


I. THE BELIEVER’S RECONCILIATION. 
II. Tue BELIEVER’s SECURITY. 
ІП. Tae BELIEVER’s SUPPLY. 
IV. THE BELIEVER’S TESTIMONY. 
V. THE BELIEVERS THANKSGIVING. 
VI. THE BELIEVERS HOME AND COMPANY. 


And I entreat your prayers, my dear 
brethren, that God by His Spirit would 
enable me to proclaim His truth, and you, 
with wise and understanding hearts, to re- 
ceive it profitably; that the whole course 
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may be to our mutual edification, and to the 
honour of that God Whom I trust we all 
desire to serve. 

The expression, “that day,” standing at 
the commencement of this hymn, and so 
often found in the Old Testament, without 
any especial reference either to what goes 
before it or to what follows after, and usually 
understood to mean that great day of the 
Lord, may also, I think, be used by us in the 
way of edification to signify that day in 
which the believer, under the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit of God, is brought to know 
savingly the Lord Jesus Christ. That is a 
blessed day indeed ; it is a day much to be 
remembered,—a day in which the soul can- 
not but burst forth in thanksgiving to God 
for “ His unspeakable gift.” 

Our subject this morning is the believer's 
“ Reconciliation,” by which God and man are 
brought together. This subject of recon- 
ciliation is stated fully to us in 2 Cor. v. 
18-21, in which we read :—“ All things are 
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of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself 
by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them, and hath committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation. Now then we are ambas- 
sadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, | 
be ye reconciled to God. For He hath made 
Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him.” 

The idea connected with reconciliation is 
the bringing into harmony and oneness two 
parties who before were at variance. In the 
very momentous case before us, the two 
parties are God and man. One of the parties 
—God—hath done all in His power that can 
be done to bring about this result of тесоп- 
ciliation. God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself.“ He gave His Son 
to die to accomplish it. His ambassadors 
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‘are charged with this message to sinners ; 


and during this present dispensation, God is 
waiting for man’s acceptance of the gracious 
message and gift. Reconciliation was ob- 
tained by the death of Christ, where God is 
represented as reconciling the world unto 
Himself by Jesus Christ. But reconciliation 
is applied to the soul of the sinner by the life 
of Christ. When the believer accepts God's 
mercy in Christ, then sin is no longer im- 
puted to him. This is called (Rom. v. 11) 
“receiving the atonement.” 

It will be well, perhaps, to НЕ е 
expressions as they stand in the verse. And 
we will consider 


I. The condition of the Believer. 
П. The reasons given for his thanks- 
giving and praise. 


I. The condition of the Believer.—This is 
one of “joy unspeakable :” “I will praise 
Thee.” And if an accepted, pardoned, justi- 
fied sinner cannot praise God, who сап 7 
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How very expressive is what we read (Luke 
xv. 24)—“ They began to be merry,” and 
well they might ; for what had happened ? 
The prodigal son, who had been lost, was 
found; he who had been dead was alive; 
he who had starved in the far-off country 
was brought back to the plenty, and the 
comfort, and the happiness, and the sweet 
affections of home—to all the blessings of his 
father’s house. And, my dear brethren, is it 
less so now-a-days when a sinner is recon- 
ciled to God? No; in nowise. There is 
the same finding, the same quickening, the 
same turning, the same returning, the same 
welcome home to the same happiness. This 
is the true source of praise and thanksgiving, 
the crown of all God’s other gifts. You re- 
member what David says in the 103d Psalm, 
when he calls upon his soul and all that is 
within him to bless the Lord, and to “forget 
not all his benefits?” He adds, “ Who for- 
giveth all thine iniquities,” as if that was the 
very chiefest and the very crown of all God's 
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benefits, and as if it added a charm to all 
else ; and surely so it does. What are all 
other things, my brethren, if a man is un- 
certain about the safety of his soul, if he 
does not know whether he is forgiven or 
not? I do not mean to say that hundreds 
and thousands of men,—yea, the great ma- 
jority of men,—do not live in perfect indiffer- 
ence to this subject. But if a man is in 
earnest about his soul, he cannot be content 
to go on while this great question is unde- 
cided. It is horrible to him to have it left 
as a problem which he has not solved,—not 
to know whether he is a condemned man or 
a forgiven man,—not to know whether he is 
on his road to heaven or on his road to hell. 


Such a thought is overwhelming to him. 
And you see, therefore, that a man who has 
been taught the importance of this subject 
by the Holy Spirit, is utterly without rest 
for the sole of his foot until he knows the 
salvation which is in Christ. And, my 
brethren, whether we are interested in this 
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subject or not, we ought to be. We ought 
none of us to be indifferent as to whither we 
are going, and what the issue of this life will 
be. We are all of us inclined to hope,— 
perhaps there is not one here that does not 
hope all will be well. But there may be 
many who never take any pains whatever 
to ascertain whether this is a well-grounded 
hope; or, I may go further than that, to as- 
certain whether it is a genuine hope or not, 
or whether it is merely a vague hope floating 
in the mind, without any influence upon the 
life, unproductive of any earnest desire or 
effort after salvation. Oh, my dear brethren, 
when the conscious sense of pardon fills a 
sinner's heart, he cannot but praise God. It 
produces real happiness; and then, “out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh,” and he desires to praise God for 
“His unspeakable gift.” No wonder, then, 
that we read, In that day thou shalt say, 
O Lord, І will praise Thee; whether it 
means that great day of the coming of the 


С 
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Lord, or whether it be that day in which, as 
we use it in the way of edification, the Lord 
manifests Himself really to us as ours by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. Oh, my dear 
brethren, I ask you earnestly to consider, do 
you really know what it is so to believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as thus to realise this 
joyous feeling? Do you understand what it 
is to stand, so to speak, before God in the 


consciousness that He is your God, and to 


feel that Christ, and heaven, and eternal 
glory are all, and earth comparatively no- 
thing ? when eternal things show themselves 
in their fulness, and temporal things in their 
due proportion? Oh, if you have ever known 
that day ; that day when you received for- 
giveness of sin, and an inheritance among 
them that are sanctified through faith that 
is in Christ,” then, I feel persuaded, you 
could not but praise God. 

Now it is the Spirit’s office to assure the 
believer of his salvation, to show it not only 
in the word and work of Christ, but also to 
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be a witness in the heart of the believer. It 
is the real privilege of faith to appropriate 
to itself Christ's work; and when this is 
rightly apprehended, the soul is got beyond 
doubt and uncertainty—the soul is got be- 
yond that common expression, “ I hope all is 
well.“ Then the language is that which Paul 
uses in his Epistle to Timothy: “I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against that day.” 
Again, it is the language used by the apostle 
John: “ We have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us.“ And how can 
the believer doubt when he knows Christ is 
his? when he knows this great truth, that 
Christ is his representative in heaven now, 
as He was upon the cross on earth ? when he 
knows that all his sins were borne by Christ 
in His own body on the tree, and atoned for 
there once and for ever? When this is really 
believed, there must be not only peace but 
joy. For if my sin was really borne by 
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Christ, then what follows? That question is 
settled ; and if it was settled by Christ, it is 
settled for ever. It is not a fluctuating be- 

nefit any more than it is an uncertain benefit. 
It is not a thing dependent on the believer's 
feeling of it, but it is dependent upon the 
truth of God. And a man that reads the 
word of God with a believing heart is pri- 
vileged to say, “I know that my sins were 
borne by Christ in His own body on the 
tree, and that being borne by Christ, the 
question of my sins and their forgiveness is 
settled once and for ever.” 

But still one knows that there are feeble, 
timid, faint, though real believers, who do 
not seem able to appropriate this privi- 
lege as their own. They are ready to say 
with the Psalmist, in the 73d Psalm, “ Truly 
God is good to Israel, even to such as are of 
a clean heart. But as for me”—and there 
they faint and stop. Now what is the rea- 
son of this? I believe it to be this :—they 
look at themselves, instead of at Christ dying 


at ғ 
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and rising again for them. They are occu- 
pied rather with their appropriation of Christ 
than with Christ himself. They are looking 
to see whether they have got hold of the Lord 
Jesus, instead of seeing what Christ is, and 
what He has done for them. They are thus 
kept in a state of uncertainty and doubt, and 
so are never really happy in Christ. They 
are looking at their imperfect doings rather 
than at Christ's perfect atonement and Christ's 
perfect work. But, my beloved brethren, if 
vou and І are to rejoice in the salvation of 
the Lord, remember it must be zu the salva- 
tion of the Lord wholly, absolutely, only. I 
say again, if we are to rejoice in the salvation 
of the Lord, we must not mix up with His 
salvation any thoughts of our own doings or 
our own works. Christ is the Saviour, and 
He stands pre-eminently alone. He says, “I 
know no other,” there is no other; and it is 
His work which occasions the joy of the soul. 
Yes, self must be cast on oneside if we would 
be happy ; circumstances, whatever they may 
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be, must be forgotten. They шау be horri- 
ble. When we turnour minds to them, we may 
be almost in despair. We may be able to take 
up the language of that 73d Psalm, and have 
no doubt that “God is good to such as are 
of a clean heart. But as for me, —it seems 
as if He could not be good to ше. Now 
theres the error; “me” must be put оп 
one side; God’s goodness to- Israel must be 
grasped ; God’s goodness to man is the truth 
we must lean upon. And therefore I say, 
our circumstances must be forgotten, and one 
object alone must fill the heart; and that 
glorious object must be Christ Himself in 
His character and in His acts. Then, look- 
ing to His perfect work, and believing in 
Him as your sole Saviour, you will be able 
to say, in the language again of the Psalmist 
in the 92d Psalm, “Thou, Lord, hast made 
me glad through Thy work : I will triumph 
in the works of Thy hands.” There is the 
secret.. There is no triumph for you and me 
apart from that; there is no being glad but 
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as we look with a single eye to the work of 
the Lord Jesus. And I would ask you to 
consider what is that work ?—I mean Christ’s 
work for us. It begins with redemption, 
and it ends in glory; it begins with the 
cross, and it ends with the crown. Oh, my 
brethren, when we come to lay this work of 
Christ upon man’s history, it will be like 
some beauteous rainbow which spans all man’s 
destiny, of which one end rests upon the suf- 
fering, and the other is lost in the glory that 
shall follow. And then if we thus regard 
Christ's work, we shall see it is Christ all 
throughout, and that man is hidden, man is 
covered, man is overwhelmed with the work 
of the Lord. And when a man can by faith 
realise this, then surely his fitting language 
is that of the text, “O Lord, I will praise 
Thee.” This is not the language of exag- 
geration; these are “words of truth and 
soberness ;” and they are the privilege of 
those that trust the Lord wholly. But now 
look at— Е 
В 
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II. The reasons. “Though thou wast angry 
with me.” Observe, “wast.” We read often 
in the Old Testament of the anger of the 
Lord, but in the New Testament, very sel- 
dom—God he praised! very seldom. “ God 
is love.” We are taught indeed in the 7th 
Psalm that “God is angry with the wicked 
every day: and we read in the 3d of John, 
that “the wrath of God abideth” on every 
one who does not believe in the Son. Still 
the aspect in which God is represented to us 
in the New Testament, is Love. And the 
ministry of the word is for this very pur- 
pose, to beseech men to accept His love, 
to beseech men to be reconciled to a God 
of love, to accept His love in Christ. And 
until they do this they are not reconciled 
to God. You see this clearly in Ool. 
i, 21, “You that were sometime alien- 
ated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now”—now that you have ceased 
to be enemies, not before—* hath Не recon- 
ciled.” Men are not reconciled till the 
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enmity of their heart is removed ; and this is 
not till they believe in God’s love in Christ, 
and accept Him. Then they love Him, be- 
cause they understand that He hath first 
loved them. They experience that change of 
heart by which they look to God as their 
Father, and have the spirit of sons. Now this 
is the object for which Christ died. We are 
told distinctly, (Gal. iv. 4, &c.,) When the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 
His Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons.” 
It was not to make them sons—they had been 
made sons, in the purpose of God, from all 
eternity—but that they might understand 
their privilege; that they might receive 
the adoption of sons. “And because ye are 
sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Where- 
fore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and 
if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.“ 

What a climax he carries it up to! Yes, this is 
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the spirit of reconciliation. God and man meet 
in Christ ; each is satisfied in Him, and satis- 
fied in each other through Him. Oh, blessed | 
work again of the Lord Jesus! And, my dear 
brethren, when you consider, it cannot but be 
a provoking thing to God, because itis so dis- 
honouring to Him, for men to reject His love 
in the gospel; and so we read, “He that 
believeth not God hath made Him a liar.” 
And in that sense, І suppose, God is angry 
with those who despise and reject the gospel. - 
But the very moment they believe in Christ 
His “anger is turned away.” They have 
accepted the remedy He Himself has ap- 
pointed, and then all is well, Then He is 
represented as the father falling on the son’s 


neck and kissing him; and we know that a 


kiss is the token not only of love but of recon- 
ciliation. This is how we end our quarrels. 
Then God appears as our Father, and all the 
privileges declared to belong to men in Christ 
are ours, There is no longer any condem- 
nation to such; they are delivered from the 
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wrath to come; they are forgiven all their 
sins ; they are justified freely by God's grace; 
they receive the adoption of sons, and in effect 
God says, “Son, all that I have is thine.” 
And then it follows, “Thou comfortedst 
me —yes, with reconciliation to God and 
forgiveness of sins, there come life and com- 
fort. Indeed, they that rest on the work 
of Christ have the strongest ground of com- 
fort, because they rest on that which God has 
appointed, and in which He Himself delights. 
We read, (Eph. v. 2) that the death of 
Christ is a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling 
savour to God. And you will observe this,— 
if no charge can be brought against Christ, 
no charge can be brought against believers, 
who are accepted in Him. For whom was 
Christ’s work performed but for them? For 
whom was it accepted but for them? In 
aecepting Christ for believers, God has ac- 
cepted believers in Him. And since God 
has accepted Christ for believers, then all 


that His merit can claim is theirs. So that, 
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my brethren, you who are trusting in the 
Lord Jesus may rely on His omniscience to 
understand your wants; on His compas- 
sion to pity you in your wants; on His 
power to relieve your wants; on His wis- 
dom to guide you in all difficulties; on 
His grace to pardon all your sins; and on 
His glory to bless you for ever and ever. 
The odour of Christ’s sacrifice is so fragrant 
to God, that He not only delivers believers 
from the condemnation they deserve, but 
He bestows upon them eternal life in the 
kingdom of His Son. Why? Because Не 
makes no separation between the Head and 
the members—between the Redeemer and 
the redeemed. And if it be true that 1 
am thus regarded by God as a believer in 
His Son, judge ye if I have not ground to 
be comforted. If God’s anger is turned 
away, if I am an accepted man in Christ, 
who can deprive me of comfort? And when 
God comforts, all tears shall be wiped away. 
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It is comfort that we need not hesitate to 
accept, or to trust most fully. 

Such is the way God comforts His ‘chil- 
dren ; not in any abstract emotion; not in 
any fanciful feelings that they themselves 
may conjure up; not in any exercise of the 
imagination ; but by an intelligent trust in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, so that they are 
“ready to give to every man that asketh 
them a reason of the hope that is in them, 
with meekness ;”—yes, not with presump- 
tion, but with “fear;” not with a kind of 
assurance that lords it over other people, 
but with “meekness.” Be very careful how 
you trust merely emotional feeling. Let it 
be an intelligent confidence in what God 
says іп His Holy Word;—there is the 
ground of comfort. And He comforts His 
people thus, by showing them the blessed- 
ness of reconciliation. And surely this may 
cheer them in their sufferings. Oh, what is 
trial, by comparison, so long as the soul is 
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reconciled to God, and peace remains un- 
broken? Why, if Adam endured on the 
strength of God’s promise, surely we may 
endure on the strength of the fulfilment of 
that promise. God was then in Christ when 
He pronounced the curse upon the serpent, 
and the promise to the woman’s seed; God 
was then in Christ promising. But since 
then God has been in Christ performing; 
and He proclaims Himself in Christ now 
a reconciled God; and His object in the 
gospel is to beseech sinners to be reconciled 
to Him. This is very wonderful, but it is 
very true; it is a simple statement of God’s 
Word. 

Now I will just point out to you three 
things, my brethren, that I trust шау 
strengthen your comfort :— 

1. If God be reconciled, then conscience 
cannot condemn. The same blood which was 
sprinkled on the mercy-seat is sprinkled on 
the conscience of the believer; and surely 
what procured peace in heaven can well 
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procure peace in the soul We read of 
“having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience.” (Нер, x. 92) Now, an evil 
conscience is an accusing conscience; but 
when sprinkled with Christ’s blood, it will 
be an acquitting conscience; not, indeed, 
acquitting us from the facts of sin, nor from 
the memory of sin, but from the guilt of 
sin. We may, indeed, not be able to get 
rid of the memory of sin, any more than we 
can get rid of the facts of sin. So the 
believer, when he turns his eye backward, 
always has ground to be humbled, and to 
go softly; and God would thus, perhaps, 


keep alive in his mind the position that he 


ought to take, —a sinner saved by grace, a 
sinner that cannot deserve anything of God, 
but yet a sinner who has got the utmost 
that God can give; so that while he is 
humbled on account of what he is, he may 
be lifted up in the ways of the Lord by 
what Christ has done, and by what Christ 
is to him. And surely, my dear brethren, 


— 
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when we look, again, at the Atonement of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the blood which has 
power to satisfy God may well satisfy the 
believer’s conscience; and if the infinite 
knowledge of God can find no fault in the 
soul that trusts in Christ, conscience need 
not look about to find specks in that which 
God has cleansed and made white as snow. 
But you see all this hangs upon our honour- 
ing the Atonement of the Lord Jesus. The 
moment you and I take our eyes off Him, 
and look upon ourselves, then conscience 
goes to work to disturb us. And I would 
have you bear in mind, that as Adam’s con- 
science found no rest till it found it in the 
promise of a Redeemer, — in the Bruised 
Seed of the woman,—so neither will your 
conscience be at rest really till you find it 
in the same Seed of the woman ; and nothing 
will satisfy conscience but that which satis- 
fies God, — even the blood of Jesus Christ. 
We see, then, that when a man is reconciled 
to God, his conscience is at rest. 
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2. Another point is this,—that reconcilia- 
tion is effectual. And it is upon this that all 
our other comforts depend. For if recon- 
ciliation be uncertain, or intermittent, or 
partial, we cannot rely upon it; but being 
God's work, it is perfect. The counsel of 
the Lord, it shall stand.” If this reconcilia- 
tion were not effectual, Christ had never 
entered heaven. If justice could have taken 
any exception against Christ’s sacrifice, 
heaven had never opened her everlasting 
gates to let Him in; nor would the title of 
“ our Peace” ever have been conferred upon 
Him, and still less would He have been 
called “the Prince of Peace.” Oh, beloved 
brethren, the unbelief in our hearts, which 
has made us unfaithful to God so often, is 
very apt to engender a suspicion that God 
will be unfaithful to us. But what does 
He say? What could have been done 
more to my vineyard that I have not done?” 
As much as to say, If you can tell me what 
I can do more, I will do it. Oh, He has 
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given us His Son, whose work is perfect; 
heaven has opened her everlasting doors, 
the King of Glory has entered in, and all 
because Reconciliation is effectual. 

3. One other thought for you : this recon- 
ciliation is perpetual. What do you read, 
Нер. у. 92 — “ Не became the Author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
Him.” Yes; your salvation and mine, your 
reconciliation and mine, is eternal in its 
efficacy, eternal in its application, eternal in 
its benefits. Satan cannot undo it—he is 
too weak; God will not undo it—He is too- 
faithful. He will no more condemn a be- 
liever when He looks upon Christ's work, 
than He will drown the world when He 
looks upon the rainbow. As God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, 
so God is in Christ maintaining that recon- 
ciliation. Till, therefore, an unchangeable 
God shall change, and shall repent of all 
His counsels and His acceptance of His 
Son, and till Christ’s merit shall fail, and 
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cease to be fragrant to His Father, this re- 
conciliation will stand firm. And upon this 
ground every believer that is true to Christ, 
whatever his temptations, his trials, or his 
cares, may say with a full and loving heart, 
“O Lord, I will praise Thee; though Thou 
wast angry with me, Thine anger is turned 
away, and Thou comfortedst me.” 
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LECTURE IL 
The Pelieber's Security. 


Tuy works, not mine, O Christ, 
Speak gladness to this heart ; 
They tell me all is done; 
They bid my fear depart. 
To whom save Thee, 
Who can alone 
For sin atone, 
Lord, shall I flee ? 


Thy pains, not mine, O Christ, 
Upon the shameful tree, 
Have paid the law’s full price, 
And purchased peace for me. 
а То whom save Thee, &c. 


Thy blood, not mine, O Christ, 
Thy blood, so freely spilt, 
Can blanch my blackest stains, 
And purge away my guilt. 
To whom save Thee, &c. 


Thy righteousness, O Christ, 
Alone can cover me; 
No righteousness avails 
Save that which is of Thee. 
To whom save Thee, Кс. 
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“ Behold, God 48 my salvation; I will trust, and not be 
afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and 
ту song; He also is become my salvation.” — 
ІЅАТАН xii. 2. | 


THESE words would seem to be the proper 
result of understanding really and spiritually 
the privilege of “reconciliation” as set forth 
in the previous verse. ‘The soul understands 
how it has been effected—namely, by the 
death and resurrection of Christ. It is no 


human effort, but Gop is my salvation.” 
It is all due to Him. In its conception in 


His own heart.; in its execution by His own 

Son; in its application by His own Spirit. 

It is of God from first to last. God is my 
© 
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salvation.” And it is this which gives it its 
Security,“ for God's work is perfect. 

This is our subject this morning; and the 
text I conceive to be a beautiful statement 
of that privilege. It is the language of one 
who “has passed from death unto life.” How 
grand in its simplicity! “God is my salva- 
tion.” А child may understand it,—an 
archangel may glory in it; but who can 
doubt it? “God is my salvation,’—wholly, 
fully, solely. In Christ the believer died ; 
in Christ he rose again; and in Christ he 
lives for ever. For as Christ dieth no more, 
and death hath no more dominion over Him, 
so “reckon. ye also yourselves to be dead in- 
deed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. vi. 4-11.) 
What a ground of confidence and security ! 
for “if God be for us, who can be against 
us?” Well may the prophet add, “I will trust, 
and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is 
my strength and my song; He also is be- 
come my salvation.” 
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Now, the two governing ideas of the text 


are 


І. What God 15: “My salvation,” and 
therefore my security. | 

II. The result to the believer: “I will 
trust, and not be afraid“ — perfect confidence 
and peace. 


I. What God 15—“ my salvation; in 
other words, if 1 am a believer, He has saved 
me. Where must I look to see this? To 
the cross of Christ. Here I find the ever- 
lasting and indestructible foundation of my 
peace, of my pardon, of my security, of my 
glory. Here І see sin “put away” by the 
sacrifice of Christ ; here I see my sins laid 
on Christ, carried into the grave, and buried 
for ever; here I see God indeed to be “for 
me” in a sense most suitable to my. wants ; 
here I see God as the sinner’s Friend, as the 
gracious and righteous Justifier of ungodly 
sinners ; here I see the most magnificent 


r ane аа ars ыды 


+ Se Oe «А. 


ro 


36 LECTURE II. 


display and the most perfect harmony of all 
the Divine attributes,—I see “mercy and 
truth met together, I see righteousness and 
peace kissing each other ;” 1 see Love, and 
such love as captivates my heart, and weans 
me, in proportion as І understand it, from 
every other object, so that the love of Christ 
stands alone; I see Wisdom, and such wis- 
dom as baffles Satan, and astonishes angels; 
І see Power, and such power as bears down 
all opposition; I see Holiness, and such 
holiness as utterly repulses sin, and shows 
God’s abhorrence of it; I see Grace, and 
such grace as sets the sinner in the very 
presence of God—yea, brings him back to 
His very bosom. Now I ask, where can all 
this be seen but in the Cross? Nowhere 
else, look where you will through all the 
universe of God. And when by faith I see 


this, І see God is my salvation,” and then 
I see that “the Lord Jehovah is my strength 


and my song, and that He is become my 
salvation.” | 
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These latter words recall the song of 
Moses and the children of Israel when they 
were delivered from the Red Sea. They 
sang, “The Lord is my strength and song, 
and He is become my salvation.” (Exod. xv. 
2.) They ascribed all to God. And so does 
every spiritually-taught soul. God was their 
salvation then, as He is the salvation of His 
people now. “I will sing unto the Lord,” 
says Moses, “for He hath triumphed glo- 
riously ; the horse and his rider hath He 
thrown into the sea.” In this, as in other 
things, the children of Israel were our types, 
and their history is written for our learning. 
We, too, must know ourselves saved through 
the power of Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and see that great work, as Israel did, which 
the Lord hath done upon our enemies— 
upon our sins ; we must see this as truly as 
“Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the 
sea-shore, (Exod. xiv. 30) before we сап in- 
telligently sing this song of praise. Without 
this there will be a hesitation about our sal- 
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vation. I may acknowledge there is salva- 
tion in Christ, and in no other; but this is 
a very different thing from appropriating, by 
faith, His salvation as my own. The Holy 
Spirit reveals in the Word of God that the 
Church of Christ is redeemed with His own 
blood, and is to be presented “without spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing; and when 
a man, by faith, realises his own portion in 
this, then, and not till then, can he take up 
the text and say, “Behold, God is my sal- 
vation.” ; | 
But, my dear brethren, in saying this, I 
would not make the heart of any sad whom 
God would not have to be sad. I would say, 
therefore, to you whose faith may be weak, 
be not cast down because your faith be not 
so strong as that of others. It is the privi- 
lege of the very feeblest real member of the 
Church of God to know that he was repre- 
- sented by Christ upon the cross; that all his 
sins were borne and atoned for there; that 
his pardon is a divinely-settled thing ; and 
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therefore he may say, with all humility, but 
with all confidence, “ Behold, God is my 
salvation.” 

And observe how absolute is this state- 
ment, God is my salvation.” There is not 
a syllable about self, or about its doings and 
feelings: it is God all of it, from beginning 
to end. Just as at the Passover, it was not 
а question about the character of the people 
in the house, but of the blood sprinkled on 
the house alone. “ When I see the blood, I 
will pass over; the people inside were 
doubtless unworthy, but still, in a blood- 
sprinkled house, they were safe. So it is not 
a question now how unworthy you are, but 
whether you are trusting in Christ's cross 
really, and truly, and wholly—then “ God is 
your salvation.” 

And you must ете this Divine phrase, 
“ God is my salvation,” comprises all a man’s 
salvation, from his being “chosen in Christ 
before the foundation of the world,” to his 
being landed safe in everlasting glory. There 
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is the same Divine Hand throughout. It is 
not merely the certainty of the end, but 
there is the same certainty in every step 
that conducts to that end ; the same security 
for to-day as for yesterday; the same minute 
direction in all the details of life. Itis true 
the details are not all stated, but principles, 
applicable to those details, lie in the Scrip- 
tures in rich profusion; and from those that 
look for guidance, in the Word of God, it 
shall never be withheld. And just as “no 
good thing will God withhold from them 
that live a godly life,” so no point of direc- 
tion shall be wanting, to them that trust God, 
to render their life safe, and holy, and happy. 
Your preservation in your walk to-day is as 
much a part of your salvation, my dear 
brethren, as your very entrance into heaven. 
But this, of course, will always involve 
your looking unto Christ, because He guides 
His people with His eye; and to understand 
this, you must be looking to Him, or you 
will miss His guidance. “Looking unto 
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Jesus, therefore, must be the attitude of 
every believing soul that would live in the 
enjoyment of God’s salvation, and resting 
upon Jesus too. And this is the right answer 
to the question which is so often asked in a 
sinner’s heart—“ How shall such as I am 
ever attain to the unsullied presence of God?“ 
In yourselves, dear brethren, it is impossible; 
but it is all secured in Christ. He travelled 
from the bosom of the Father to the cross 
of Calvary, and thence to the throne of God, 
—thus filling up, with His work and Person, 
all the space between these extreme points. 
There can be nothing higher than “the bosom 
of the Father,” the eternal dwelling-place of 
the Son; and there can be nothing lower 
than the cross and the grave: and the be- 
liever beholds Christ in both; he finds Him 
his representative in both. He went into the 
grave with Christ; he is “seated now with 
Christ in the heavenlies.” Christ went into 
the grave, that He might leave behind Him 
His people’s sins; He rose again, and thus 
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established the foundation on which God’s 
glory and man’s salvation both rest for ever. 
The moment the eye of faith rests on a risen 
Christ, there is an answer at once and for 
ever to every question about sin, about 
death, about the grave, about condemnation; 
they are all done with, and the believer can 
say, with unfeigned simplicity and truth, 
“ Behold, God is my salvation.” 

And, my dear brethren, it is very neces- 
sary to bear this in mind, because the young 
Christian is apt to be discouraged when 
he finds so many hindrances in his Christian 
course. He sets out, indeed, having just 
realised his salvation, just come forth from 
the bondage of the world into the liberty of 
the gospel. Those that love him are most 
thankful for the change; life smiles around 
him, and he goes on his way rejoicing, his 
heart warm with love, and buoyant with 
hope. But he knows little of the trials which, 
older travellers tell him, lie in the way before 
him, and he heeds them but little; just as 
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youth smiles at the sorrows which it is told 
advancing years will bring. He knows little 
of the malice of the world, little of the snares 
of Satan, little of the deceitfulness of his own 
heart. But for an instant, in thought, look 
at an infant sleeping calm and unconscious 
in its mother’s arms, and then look at that 
same grown old with. the weight of three 
score years and ten; his head silvered o’er 
with age, his brow furrowed with care, his 
heart broken with sorrow, his frame bent 
with suffering; and though he may still lift 
to heaven an eye radiant with hope, and 
glistening with gratitude to the God of all 
grace, yet with what feeling will he repeat 
old Jacob's testimony concerning himself,— 
“ Few and evil have the days of the years of 
my life been ;” full of evil, full of trials in 
ten thousand ways. Yet still the blessed 
fact remains,—secure, kept throughout, safe 
in the secret place of the Most High; covered 
always with the shadow of the Almighty ; 
one day not less secure than another. For 


44 LECTURE II. 


though Satan, “like a roaring lion, is ever 
going about seeking whom he may devour,” 
yet there is a Watchman who “ never slum- 
bereth nor sleepeth ;” a Shepherd whose work 
is ever before Him. And do you ask what 
that work is? It is to “feed His flock like a 
shepherd; to gather the lambs with His arm, 


and to carry them in His bosom ; it is to 


gently lead those that are with young; 
(Isa. xl. 10, 11) so fulfilling His word, “ My 
sheep shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of Му hand.” “ Behold, 
God is my salvation.” 

Now God sees the discipline necessary to 
teach His children to know their own no- 
thingness, and His all-sufficiency. It was so 
of old. He led Israel in the wilderness, “ to 


humble them, and to prove them, that they 


might know what was in their hearts,” (Deut. 
vili. 2) to make them know that Не must 
be all. God tried them to see whether they 
would in their heart turn back to Egypt; 
and He disciplines His people now in the 
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same way, yet leaving them the free exercise 
of their choice, that if they were still “ mind- 
ful of that country from whence they came 
out, they might have had opportunity to 
have returned.” (Heb. xi. 15.) Yes, “ oppor- 
tunity to have returned ;” this is the test. 
Having the world all before you, and the 
means of enjoying it—having powers and 
faculties capable of relishing it even as others, 
you can yet turn from it ;—“ having the op- 
portunity,” but with all this, having the flesh 
subdued to the spirit, your tastes refined and 
sanctified, and turned into other channels ;— 
“ having the opportunity,” but not using it; 
preferring the path of holiness, and separa- 
tion, and self-denial, and crucifixion of the 
flesh, with Christ, to the pleasures of sin ; 
still pressing onward and upward, dwelling 
here as in a strange country. Oh, what can 
keep a man in such circumstances? What 
can thus enable him to triumph over the 
world, and the flesh, and the devil? What 
but distrust of self, and entire dependence 
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upon the provisions of God's grace? What 
but knowing that I am nothing, and Christ 
is all—that God is my salvation”? And 
having the great God as my salvation, oh! 
whatever my difficulties, I know that I shall 
be kept, because I trust God as faithful 
to His truth, faithful to His promise. I 
am able to make a firmer stand against 
all the trials that I meet with, simply rest- 
ing in the great fact that “God is my 
salvation.” 

This, my dear brethren, is the blessed 
security of the children of God. Be assured 
this is the strongest safeguard that can ever 
fence a man’s heart. What was it that made 
Joseph say, “ How can I do this great wick- 
edness and sin against God?” Was it not 
the consciousness that God loved him and 
was his salvation, that God was with him in 
Potiphar’s house, and had put him in a place 
of trust? And the great love he had to God 
for what He had done for him withheld him 
from sinning against God. So with you. 
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Fear will never doit. It will make you try to 
deceive God, hopeless as that is; it will make 
you try to escape from the presence of God, 
hopeless as that is. But the love of God will 
teach you to desire to live in the very pre- 
sence of God, in the sunshine of His love. 
And in proportion as you have “ the testi- 
mony of your conscience that in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, 
but by the grace of God, you have your con- 
versation in the world, —so long as you have 
the testimony of your conscience that you 
are resting upon what God has done for you 
—so long as you believe “God is your sal- 
vation,” so long will you be safe. 


II. The result to the believer: confidence. 
“J will trust, and not be afraid.“ Why? 
“For the Lord Jehovah is my strength and 
my song.” In other words, the Lord Jehovah 
is One Whom I can trust, One in Whom I 
can rejoice. 

You will not have failed to notice that the 
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very fact of being able to take God as my 
salvation is the result of faith. If I did not 
trust in Him, І could not do so. And it is 
this same principle which enables us to find 
our strength in Him. The joy and peace 
which a man has in believing become his 
very strength. “Тһе joy of the Lord is our 
strength.“ (Neh. viii. 10.) Christ is both our 
strength and our song. 

It is important to observe, that tid God 
does for man in the way of atonement is all 
done independent of him ; it is God’s work, 
which man may not touch. But the appli- 
cation of salvation is what God does in a 
man by the power of faith. God saves; 
man is saved. God gives; man receives 
salvation, and he receives it by faith, by 
trusting. Now, faith is man’s act. God does 
not believe for man, but man believes; 
though faith is God's gift to man, and God 
“works in a man both to will and to do of 
His good pleasure.” But there is the con- 
sent of the man’s will; there is the accept- 
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ance of Christ’s work; there is the actual 
trust in Christ, which is the act of man. 
Now, it is just as faith is weak or strong 
that conflict is more or less at work in a 
man’s heart. When a man’s faith is strong, 
and he can identify himself with Christ, then 
enemies flee before him, and he can rejoice : 
“The Lord Jehovah is his strength and his 
song.” When a man’s faith is strong, and 
he can rest all on Christ, then he can “do 
all things through Christ, which strength- 
eneth him.” When a man’s faith is weak, 
and he is not able to rest all on Christ, but 
is leaning on an arm of flesh, and is resting 
something on self, and his poor miserable 
doings in some way or other, relying, per- 
haps, upon his prayers, or upon his diligent 
study of the word, or upon his self-denial, or 
upon his good works, as he thinks they are, 
the man is weak. Не has no strength for 
service; he knows not how to resist the world, 
and the flesh, and the devil; he is overcome 
by temptation again and again; he has no 
D 
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pleasure in his work ; his whole life drags on 
wearily and painfully ; and the man is tossed 
about, and altogether unhappy. Why? Be- 
cause he does not trust; he is afraid, and so 
the Lord Jehovah is neither his strength nor 
his song. But when a man can go to Christ 
for all, and in all, and with all, and can cast 
all on Him, and leave all with Him, (not 
drag it away again,) then he has peace, “ God 
is his salvation,” present as well as future. 
Still you observe a man’s responsibility to 
trust God is maintained and insisted upon 
in the Word of God to the very utmost. Is 
a man kept by the power of God? It is 
“through faith.” An unbelieving careless 
man has no warrant in the Word of God for 
concluding that he will be kept: Is a man 
saved by grace? It 18 “through faith.“ An 
unbelieving man has no warrant for conclud- 
ing that he is a saved man. You see how 
man’s responsibility to trust God is insisted 
upon in the Bible. While God is all from 
beginning to end, yet man is a worker to- 
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gether with God, a fellow-worker with Him 
in the great act of salvation. Not that he 
helps God—God does it all; but man con- 
sents to the work. His will is thrown into 
the purpose of God in saving him. He 
sees, if I may use such an expression, with 
the eye of God, he feels with the mind of 
God, he is one with the purpose of God ; and 
all that God wills he desires to do. And 
because God has willed the salvation of His 
Church, the believer throws himself into the 
purpose of God, identifies himself with the 
Lord Jesus, and trusts what God tells him 
to trust. Yes, I would say with all my 
heart, it is all of God from first to last; but 
the power to appropriate that salvation, and 
the consciousness of possessing salvation, the 
knowing and believing the love that God has 


to us, is God's gracious act in man, and His 


gracious gift to man, just as the Atonement 
is God's gracious work for man. And if we 
can keep all these things distinct, we shall 
never rob God of His honour in saving our 
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souls, while we shall have all the conscious- 
ness that God is working in us, that He is 
dealing with us for a specific end, and that 
end, that we may be kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation. | 

Now, it is the knowledge of, and power 
by faith to appropriate, this which makes a 
man strong and joyous. “When I am 
weak,” and see I am nothing, and God must 
be and is all my salvation, “then am І 
strong.” Why? Because “the Lord Jehovah 
is my strength,” and His “strength is made 
perfect in my weakness,” I rest all upon 
Him; by faith, I appropriate all He is. He 
arms for active and for passive work, for 
service and for suffering ; either to go forth 
and win the battle, or “stand still and see 
the salvation of God ;” either to do, or to 
see all done. And very often, my dear 
brethren, to “stand still” and see all done 
for us is a harder thing than to go forth and 
try to do it. It has been well said, that 
“while active service is what we do for God, 
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passive service is what God does for us.” 
And we owe more, if I may venture so to 
speak, to what Christ suffered than to what 
Christ did; that is to say, we owe less to His 
miracles than we do to His death—we owe 
less to the activity of His service than we 
do to His suffering on the cross. So, when 
we can rest calmly upon God, and when God 
says, “Stand still and see,” we can quietly 
fold our hands, and let God act; when we 
are willing to give all the glory of all that 
is done to God, and we leave all to Him by 
patiently abiding and resting upon Hin, 
then it is we truly honour Him. It is very 
blessed to be able to take up those words of 
Paul, and say, “I am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me; and the life which I now live 
in the flesh, І live by the faith of the Son of 
God.” Then, in the midst of trouble, the 
language of Zechariah is fit language for 
us: —“ Who art thou, O great mountain? 
before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain.“ 
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Hence it is, by simple faith in Christ, that 
the rough places become plain, and the 
crooked are all made straight. We then 
may well adopt the language of Paul, who 
said, “I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content. I know both 
how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound. Everywhere and in all things І 


‘am instructed both to be full and to be 


hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
І can do all things through Christ, which 
strengtheneth me.” And then, when we 
have attained this, we may go a step farther, 
and say, “For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain.” Well may such say, “I will 
trust, and not be afraid.” What is there to 
be afraid of ? “Perfect love casteth out 
fear.” If my love be real, fear is done with 
cast out altogether. Need I fear the law ? 
Christ has met every demand: He has 
“magnified the law, and made it honour- 
able,” and atoned for every violation of it. 
Need I fear God? Christ is my surety. 
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Need I fear condemnation? Christ has 
died—yea, rather, is risen again. Is any- 
thing here to be feared? Poverty? In 
Christ there are “ unsearchable riches,” 
“where moth and rust cannot corrupt.” 
Need I fear suffering? This is rather to 
be regarded as a privilege: “for unto you 
it is given,” says Paul to the Philippians, 
“in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
on Him, but also to suffer for His sake.” 
Christ was “made perfect through suffer- 
ing: it is an honour to the servant to be 
like his Master. And in proportion as 
we are like Christ, able to trust in Him as 
He trusted in God, we shall be able to 
say, “The Lord Jehovah is my strength 
and my song; He also is become my sal- 
vation.” 

I would ask you, in conclusion, my 
brethren, what can be a greater ground 
of confidence, or a nobler subject of song, 
than such a God as this? And if a par- 
doned, a justified, a sanctified man—one who 
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has the salvation and strength of God for his 
own, cannot sing, who can? And if a man 
whom God has saved be not secure, who is? 
Oh, if a man would thus have God for his 
salvation, his strength, his song, remember 
the secret is, first accepting Christ, and then 
“abiding in Him.” And “if we keep His 
commandments, we shall abide in His love ;” 
then, dwelling upon His words and trusting 
His promises, our joy shall remain. And so 
it is there shall be for every believer who 
grasps Christ as his salvation, strength for 
service, and occasion for joy, and security 
for ever. С 

And this salvation is— 

1. Inahenable-—Just as truly as He has 
said, “Му glory will I not give to another,” 
so truly will He not allow the glory bestowed 
on His people to be alienated from them. 
He died for His Church—for those whom the 
Father gave Him; and He says, The glory 
Thou gavest me I have given them.” If this 
лғав for the Church at large, it was also for 
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particular individuals—“the gifts and call- 
ing of God are without repentance.” 

This salvation also is— 

2. Interminable.—What does He say? 
“ My salvation is for ever, and my righteous- 
ness shall not be abolished.” It was not a 
temporary, but an everlasting benefit. It 
was not for time only that He put away sin, 
but “He offered one sacrifice for sins for 
ever.” “He is a Priest for ever;” “con- 
secrated for evermore.” Yes, our High 
Priest hath “an unchangeable Priesthood,” 
and “continueth ever; and “as with the 
Priest, so with the people.” Their salvation 
is interminable and for ever, because God 
is their salvation. And while God lives, 
their salvation is secure, and their peace 
certain. 

But never forget, Christ must be the whole 
and the sole Saviour, or He is no Saviour at 
all. The moment a man adds anything to 
Christ's salvation, or takes anything from it, 
or makes any exception to it, he subverts 
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and overthrows the Gospel. For the Gospel 
is this: God coming down to a sinner just 
as he is—a lost, ruined, self-destroyed sinner 
—with a full and free remission of all sins, 
and a full and free salvation, all perfectly 
wrought out by Himself upon the Cross. Oh, 
brethren, if salvation depends upon our doing, 
or being anything but sinners, we shall be 
inevitably lost. But thanks be to God, it 
does not! God is the Saviour, man is the 
saved ; God is all, man is nothing. It is 
not partly God and partly шап; it is all of 
God. The life, and the peace, and the power, 
and the joy, and the salvation of the Gospel 
do not rest partly on Christ’s work, and 
partly on man’s. No; but wholly and solely 
on Christ’s. And because His work is per- 
fect, and perfect for ever, it renders all who 
trust іп it ав perfect as itself. And so it 
comes to pass that such shall stand “holy, 
and unblameable, and unreproveable in God's 
sight.” 

Now, can anything be more blessed? can 
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anything be more secure? Surely the fitting 
language of the believer is that of the text— 
“Behold, God is my salvation ; I will trust, 
and not be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is 
my strength and my song; He also is be- 
come my salvation.” 
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LECTURE III. 


| The Helieber's Supply. 


Yes, for me, for me He careth 
With a Brother's tender care; 
Yes, with me, with me He shareth 

Every burden, every fear. 


Yes, for me He standeth pleading 
At the mercy-seat above ; 

Ever for me interceding, 
Constant in untiring love. 


Yes, in me, in me He dwelleth ; 
I in Him, and He in me! 

And my empty soul He filleth, 
Here and through eternity. 


Thus I wait for His returning, 
Singing all the way to heaven ; 

Such the joyful song of morning, 
Such the tranquil song of even. 


LECTURE ПІ. 


THE BELIEVERS SUPPLY. 


“ Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the 
| wells of вайғайот.”--ІВАТАН xii. 3. 


In this verse we have put before us the Be- 
lievers “Supply ;” and it seems the natural 
consequence of the truths declared in the 
two previous verses. If the believer be 
reconciled to God by faith in Jesus, and has 
realised all his salvation in God, that it is 
inalienable and interminable, then he need 
not doubt that God will furnish him with a 
supply which is certain, suitable, and inex- 
haustible, in order to maintain the salvation 
which He has so graciously given to him. 
The term in the text, water out of the wells 


64 LECTURE Ш. 


of salvation,” comprises all the supply neces- 
sary for the believer's growth in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, in all the varied circumstances 
of his discipline here below, until he be con- 
formed to the image of the Son of God, and 
is made meet to be a partaker of the inheri- 
tance of the saints in light. What a mercy, 
my brethren, that the believer has such a 
supply, and such a supply in a world in it- 
self so utterly barren of everything spiritual. 
But it is only what might be expected from 
“a God of all grace’—from a Father who 
“ pitieth His children,” who “knoweth their 
frame, and remembereth that they are dust; 
because His purpose is to “guide them by 
His counsel, and afterwards to receive them 
to glory.” And we may be quite certain 
that: He would never leave one of His chil- 
dren destitute of that which was necessary 
to enable them either to glorify Him or to 
make progress in conformity to Christ. More- 
over, it is a supply adapted to all their state, 
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infinitely varied as it may be, and it is in- 
tended to make them happy; so that re- 
membering what God is to them, and the 
supply He has for them, they may “with 
joy ever draw water out of the wells of 
salvation.” 

I would just remind you, before I pro- 
ceed, that the way in which the children of 
God obtain their supply is the same as that 
in which they realise God to be their salva- 
tion, and their strength, and their song— 
I mean, by faith; that just as if a man 
does not trust God, he will never know Him 
to be his salvation, his strength, or his song, 
go, also, if he does not believe, he will never 
be able to draw water out of the wells of 
salvation. Faith is the hand which dips 
into the treasury of God ; and the joy, as 
we shall see, is a joy of faith. 

There ате two points to which I will 
direct your attention :- 


I. What are the wells of salvation ? 
E 
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II. The spirit in which we are to draw 
from them. 


I. What are the wells of salvation ? 

The purifying, fertilising, and consoling in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghost are often set forth 
under the emblem of a well of springing 
water. This water flows to the children of 
God through Christ, and is conveyed to the 
souls of men by ordinances of God’s ap- 
pointment. When the Gospel is preached 
in any place, wells of salvation are opened 
which communicate with the Fountain of 
life, the Lord Jesus Christ. And in God’s 
predicted time this Fountain of life and 
these waters of salvation, though long hidden 
from Israel, will be discovered to them, and 
they, too, shall praise God with joyful hearts. 
We read the same in the Book of the pro- 


Phet Zechariah, the 13th chapter, In that 


day there shall be a fountain opened to the 
house of David and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness ;” 
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and our Lord no doubt alluded to these 
prophecies and to the ceremony con- 
nected with them, which I mentioned in 
my first Lecture,* in His conversation with 
the woman of Samaria at the well of Jacob. 

That which we have in our text trans- 
lated “the wells of salvation” has also been 
translated “the wells of the Saviour ;” and 
so we may understand generally by this 
term the Lord Jesus Christ, “in Whom it 
pleased the Father that all fulness should 
dwell,” even “the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily,” and of which fulness all believers 
have more or less received. (John i. 16.) 
Nothing could be more appropriate than 
such a metaphor as a well; for as every- 
thing necessary for the support of our life, 
both temporal and spiritual, flows to us 
from the undeserved goodness of God, 
so our emptiness is met by His fulness, 
which is an ever-flowing and inexhaustible 
fountain. 

* See Lecture i. p. 4. 
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Christ, then, my brethren, is the source of 
the believer’s “ Supply.” : And this is what 
our hearts should be ever looking for, and 
short of which we should never rest satisfied. 
And, indeed, a truly spiritual heart can be 
satisfied with nothing less than Christ ; and 
all that does not bring a sense of His presence, 
or of His sweetness, or of His strength, or 
of His comfort, as the real effect to the soul, 
will ever be to the child of God as а.“ well 


without water.” It is most important to bear 


this in mind. Christ says of Himself, “I 
am the bread of life; and Christ alone gives 
the water of life, and оп these must believers 
be fed, and nourished, and refreshed. 

The subject: of this morning leads us a 
step further in the experience of the Chris- 
tian life than the two previous verses. It is 
one thing to know I am reconciled to.God 
as a child, that I have full forgiveness and 
acceptance before Him, and quite another 
thing to live in habitual communion with 
Him, to feed upon Him by faith, and to 
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make Him the sole support of the soul. 
And, beloved brethren, it is very needful 
for us to know really what is the food of our 
souls, what it is that we are really taking 
in day by day. Many call themselves Chris- 
tians who feed on a great variety of things 
which have no connexion with Christ, and 
which do them no good—only harm ; which 
weaken their love of, and adherence to, 
God's truth, vitiate their tastes, and cor- 
rupt them from the simplicity which is in 
Christ.“ The believer must ever bear in 
mind that he has within him two natures 
“the old man,” and the new man; and 
he must take care the old does not overbear 
and so starve the new. The old is very 
exacting, very determined, very persistent, 
very hard to be beaten back and kept 
under; and therefore, without watchful- 
ness, prayerfulness, and godly decision, “ the 
old man” will get the upper hand, and 
thus “the new man” will be damaged. 
And if a believer be in earnest about the 
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welfare of “the new man,’ he will take 
care to seek those things only which minister 
to its benefit. Oh, how your responsibility 
comes in here! A man’s acts will always 
be an index of his desires; and so we need 
not doubt what is uppermost: our life and 
our habits will decide it. It is true that the 
habits may be schooled down into confor- 
mity with the modern conventions of life, 
and respectability, and outward Christianity ; 
but there are habits of mind which none 
know but ourselves, and according to the 
set of the habits of mind, according to the 
set of the tastes, however much those habits 
and tastes may be repressed, will be the 
reality of the man's condition before God. 
I would have you bear this seriously in 
mind, that your real desires, as God sees 
them, will be an index to Him of what you 
really are. I would only say this, that as in 
the matter of life it is Christ alone who 
confers it, so in the matter of living it is 
Christ alone that can sustain it. And as 
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nothing can be mixed with that which im- 
parts life—it is not Christ and something 
else that is the believer’s life—so neither 
should we mix anything with that which 
sustains life. You cannot mix leaven with 
“the bread of life, you cannot dilute the 
water of life.” No; they would cease to be 
what they are. Now, “the bread of life” 
and “the water of life”—those things which 
confer as well as sustain life—are to be 
found only in “the wells of salvation,” or 
in “the wells of the Saviour.” 

It would be impossible to detail to you 
the infinitely varied ways in which God sends 
supplies from these “wells of salvation ”— 
ways which we little think of or comprehend 


so that “the kingdom of heaven” springs up 


and grows we know not how. But, among 
other ways, I might mention the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.” All His attributes are 
displayed in the Cross of Christ. Take them 
as we will—His truth, His justice, His holi- 
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ness, His love—where can we see the glory. 
of these as they are displayed in the Cross? 
and where do we see them so wholly ranged 
on the side of the believer? Nowhere. АП 
that was done and suffered upon the Cross 


was for your sakes, that you might obtain 


the salvation which is in Christ Jesus, with 
eternal glory.” That was the grand object 
as respected us. God had, beyond all doubt, 
a high object in His own glory ; but He has 
graciously interwoven our salvation with 
that, that we may, without dishonour to 
God, say that all that was done upon the 
Cross was done for us men, and for our sal- 
vation, And what a fund of Almighty 
strength for the believer to draw from is 
any one of these attributes! But when we 
come to think of them all, we may well 
say, “If God be for us, who can be against 
us?” | 

Then, again, there is the character of God 
Love; and this seen in His planning and 
executing redemption in the gift of Christ, 
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ала фаттуіпо on the work of salvation in the 
believer's life; His love in providing, train- 
ing, feeding, keeping even to the end. Oh, 
my brethren, what a thought is this, in the 
midst of the coldness and unkindness of the 
world, that there is a heart which is never 
turned aside by any ingratitude of ours; 
even His who, as He has loved His own for 
His own sake, lovesthem even unto the end! 
How you have all drawn upon this love! 
Where would you have been but for the 
constant exercise of this love? Where would 
you have been at this moment if you had 
not been drawing out of this well all the days 
of your life? or rather perhaps I ought to 
say, not if you had not been always drawing 
by faith, but if this well had not been ever 
overflowing to you from God’s grace? It 
has been a gracious overflow on every one of 
you, or you would not be listening to the 
story of His love now. Happy for those that 
have long been drawing from this well by 
the power of faith; for so they have hon- 
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$ Re a 
oured God, although, even when they have 


not honoured Him, He has loved them, and 
filled them with His grace. | 
Then there are the dispensations of God, 
all ordered by the same love; and though 
often dark and unintelligible, and full of 
tears to us, still they are to be interpreted by 
the same Divine principle; so that it is not 
more sure and true that God is love, than 
that what He does is the expression of His 
love. It is not easy at all times to believe 
this, my brethren, nor to see the loving hand. 
Our tears blind us sometimes; still they don’t 
interfere with the truth of God. No; God 
is the same. However we may receive His 
dispensations, whatever may be the meaning 
we attach to them, whatever may be the way 
in which we misunderstand them, God re- 
mains the same. God 48 love, and God does 
love, and God does watch over us. How this 
should quiet us to endure under our crosses 
and trials! And then, again, there is the 
_ preciousness and beauty of Christ: His ex- 
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cellency in what Не is, His suitability to us 
in what we are as sinners, His power and 
wisdom as God, His sympathy and tender- 
ness as man, His boundless stores of grace 
and long-suffering, His guidance and protec- 
tion,—all these have welled out upon us all 
through our life. Who is there amongst you 
that has not received more than he could ask 
or think in this respect through Christ ? 
And then there are the teachings of His Holy 
Spirit; and the way in which the Holy Spirit 
testifies of Christ, that we may know Him 


better, that we may trust Him more heartily, 


that we may see more of what He is, that 
we may feel more comfort from His presence, 
more confidence in our course from the fact 
that He is on our side, that we may be more 
assured that His Word is true to each of us 
—“ I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” 
All these, my brethren, are infinitely blessed 
wells of salvation—far more so than I can 
express to you. | 
Then there are the living depths of the 
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Word of God, so richly unfolded to the simple- 
hearted child of God, who feels his need, and 
trusts God’s truth, and who is really a hunter 
in the field of God’s Word, that he may 
know His truth, and be able to appropriate 
to his own particular case the grand principles 
which are laid down for his guidance. In 
this way a man comes to have “ more under- 


standing than his teachers, for God's tes- - 


timonies are his meditation.” | 
And then there are all the ordinances of 


God’s house, the preaching of God’s Word, | 


public prayer and praise, and the sacraments. 
These are all appointed streams, which God 
abundantly uses to convey blessings from 
“the wells of salvation,” and by which He 
gathers in and builds up all His Church. 
And then the ways in which God often helps 
us, Іп visiting the sick, teaching in schools, 
kind acts to our neighbours, little acts of 
self-denial,—they are all, it may be, tiny, 
but still real wells trickling from this great 
fountain, A man is helped when he helps 
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others. And you must remember that all 
that really benefits the soul comes out of 
these wells of salvation, whatever be the 
means by which it comes. You will never 
get any benefit for your soul but as it comes 
from God. The way in which it comes may 
be very unintelligible, most unlikely ; but 
never forget this, that anything that does 
you real good, that elevates you in your tone 
as a Christian, that separates you, as a be- 
liever, from the world, that makes you more 
Christ-like, comes, by whatever means, only 
from the “ wells of salvation” that God has 
opened in His dear Son. 

-Now all that is thus learnt must be prac- 
tically used; and then God promises that 
more shall be given. For we must bear in 
mind, God teaches that we may become more 
like Christ, more conformed to His image. 
Christianity is not mere knowledge, the hold- 
ing of a particular set of doctrines, or а par- 
ticular set of truths. If so, it would be а 
very easy thing to be a Christian. But it is 
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a living power; it is a personal, influential 
principle, which tells upon a man’s life, 
changing and purifying his heart, enlighten- 
ing his understanding, directing and ruling 
his conscience, subduing his lusts, and bring- 
ing the whole man into obedience to the 
Word of God. It influences the whole cha- 
racter, gives a heavenly tone to his daily 
walk and conversation ; and all because, as a 
Christian, he is united to and associated with 
Christ. This is Christianity ; and in pro- 
portion as a man realises this, and feels his 
interest in Christ, and is intent upon the 
growth of Christ’s life in the soul, will he be 


drawing his supply from these wells of sal- 


vation, and finding the truth of what Paul 
says, (Phil. iv. 19,) “Му God shall supply 
all your need, according to His riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus.” And as the golden pot of 
manna was preserved in the Tabernacle, to 
keep alive the memory of the way in which 


God fed Israel all through the wilderness, so 


the remembrance of the way in which God 
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has supplied us hitherto will make us more 
simply dependent on Him for the present as 
well as for the future. Oh, think, my dear 
brethren, of God’s rich provision in Christ— 
that it is Christ alone who is the support of 
the inner life. You are not only saved by 
Him, but you are to live by faith of Him ; 
you are to live upon Him daily. You are 
to measure and decide all things as they 
affect your soul. You should be constantly 
asking yourself, Will this promote the life of 
Christ in me? Is this in accordance with 
the mind and will of Christ? Will this 
bring me nearer to the Lord Jesus? Will 
this conform my heart moreto Him? Will 
this make me love Him better, and feel more 
and more that He is my Saviour, and daily 
becoming more precious? And if you feel 
that you cannot answer these questions in 
the affirmative, but that your course is in- 
juring you in your relation to Christ, be 
assured your safety is in rejecting it. Never 
mind who proposes it, turn away from it, as 
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that which does not come from “ the wells of 
salvation ” which God has appointed. Never 
forget that the source of supply which God 
has opened to you is a well of salvation, not 
of injury; not a well to lead you into doubt 
and perplexity, or to do you the smallest 
harm, but infinite and everlasting good. 
*All the commandments that І command 
thee this day,” saith God to Israel, are for 
thy good ;” and so every drop of water that 
comes out of “the wells of God” is for the 
salvation of His people. 


Now, let us look at— 


II. The spirit in which we are to draw 
water out of these wells of salvation,—* with 
joy.“ I have said it is to be a joy of faith, 
a joy of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There are many persons, you know, who 
find it extremely difficult to realise this joy; 
and I think the one simple reason is, that 
they are not looking with a single eye to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We meet with many 
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а mourning Christian; we have many sor- 
rowful thoughts in our own hearts. And 
when I speak of meeting with many a 
mourning Christian, I do not desire you 
should think only of others, but that you 
should each look practically at what goes 
on within in your own heart. We all have 
our dark days, no doubt; but still it seems 
scarcely in accordance with the mind of 
God. You are to “draw water with joy.” 
And I think one reason why you do not 
always do so is, as I have said, that you do 
not simply keep your eye upon Christ, but 
you turn to circumstances. For instance, a 
person in trying circumstances is inclined 
to say, “Oh, how happy I should be if I 
could get rid of this trial or that; if I had 
a little less of this, or a little more of that; 
if my circumstances were altered!” Now, I 
do not think the Word of God warrants you 
to think that you would be a bit better off 
if your circumstances were altered—I mean, 
as far as your circumstances are appointed 
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| | by God. If your circumstances are circum- 
i stances of sin, then, beyond all doubt, you 
are right in your supposition. But I am 
speaking of a person who is accepting his 
circumstances as from the dispensation of 
God, and I say that the Word of God does 
| not warrant us to look for јоу in things, but 
7 for joy in Him. That makes all the differ- 
ence. The moment you separate the circum- 
stances of your life from God, and rest in 
them, you have two Gods; you put your 
trust in the creature, not in the Creator. 
The moment you begin to feel, “Oh, if this 
and that were different, which God has ap- 
pointed, how much happier I should be!” 
don’t you see what you are doing ?—how 
you are charging God, how you are judg- 
ing God, how you are setting up your own 
thoughts against God's acts? Do you not 
see that this is all at variance with the 
Word of God 2 
Now, the Lord has said that you are to 
“draw water with joy; and this is quite 
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in accordance with Jehovah being your 
strength and your song.“ We read (Deut. 
xxvi. 11) that it is the will of God that we 
should rejoice before Him and in Him. We 
read again (Isa. lvi. 7) that we should be 
“joyful in His house of prayer.“ And we 
see, in the example of the early Christians, 
that they “did eat their meat with gladness 
and singleness of heart, praising God.” And 
it cannot but be so, if a man realises that 
“God is his salvation ;” for then the supply, 
as I have said, is certain, suitable, and inex- 
haustable. But in order to realise this, God 
must be the one object of the soul; He 
must fill the entire sphere of the soul’s 
vision. There is nothing of self, or of our 
feelings, or of our experiences, spoken of in 
the text. Ali these, you know, are very 
apt to dim our joy ; but when these things 
are put on one side, the streams of joy 
flow without interruption. Look, for in- 
stance, at this very hymn of praise, this 
12th of Isaiah. It is all about God, or 
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about what the believer has in God. How 
very different is this hymn from some of 
the hymns we hear in Christian churches,— 
some of the hymns, for instance, that you 
and I occasionally sing! I sometimes wish 
it were otherwise. We cannot get a book 
altogether full of praise; we often sing 
songs of sorrow, but that is utterly at va- 
riance with what I think hymns ought to 
be. How full are our hymns of our failings, 
and our feebleness, and our shortcomings! 
The way to sing is to keep the heart fixed 
on Christ, and on what He is to us, and 
what we have in Him. The moment we 
look at ourselves, there is little ground to 
sing, but a great deal to mourn and weep 
and pray. But if a man be really a believer 
in the Son of God; if his sins are all washed 
away in His precious blood; if he is accepted 
in the Beloved, and stands in union with the 
= glorious Head of the Church, what should 
hinder hisjoy ? What is his position? His 
place is within the veil ; he has “ boldness to 
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enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus ;” 
and surely the holiest is the place of joy ; 
and the believer is in that place by faith in 
Jesus Christ. Wherefore we see it 1s ever 
the believer’s privilege to triumph in a full 
salvation ; to say, God is my salvation ; 
the Lord Himself has become my salvation.” 
And the believer has only to enjoy what 
God has wrought for him and bestowed 
upon him, and to live to His praise, while 
he is waiting for the time when Christ shall 
reign for ever and ever. I think, my dear 
brethren, the more we read the Word of 
God, the more we must see that what dims 
our joy is, the not looking with a single 
eye to the Lord Jesus Christ, and realising 
what the believer is and has by faith in Him. 
Our joys spring from Christ; our sorrows 
do not spring from Him. God has made rich, 
yea, abundantly rich provision for every one 
of His children; and if only we can trust 
Him, and believe Him, and do with our cares 
and our sorrows what He tells us — viz., 
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“ Cast thy burden upon the Lord ;” as much 
as to say, “Cast it, and have done with it ;” 
—if only we can do this, then indeed we 
“shall draw water with joy out of the wells 
of salvation.” But here is just the difficulty 
ust the absence of that power of faith 
which can enable us to roll our burden upon 
the Lord. Oh, how often should we think 
of Hezekiah receiving the blasphemous let- 
ter from Sennacherib, clothing himself with 
sackcloth, and going into the house of the 
Lord! What did that man do? He did cast 
his burden upon the Lord; by prayer he 
actually altered and reversed all the circum- 
stances of that invasion ; he rolled the whole 
thing out of his own hands, and threw it 
upon the Lord. The question was no longer 
one between Sennacherib and Hezekiah ; he 
made it, by prayer, a question between 
Sennacherib and God; and you know the 
result. And surely, my brethren, but for 
the lack of Hezekiah’s faith we might have 
Hezekiah’s joy ; we might have Hezekiah’s 


THE BELIEVER’S SUPPLY. 87 


quietness and confidence in the midst of 
all the difficulties by which we are sur- 
rounded. 

But it should be observed, that “ drawing 
water with joy” requires a really spiritual 
taste; and not merely that, but real de- 
pendence upon God ; having made Him all ; 
having realised our “reconciliation” and 
“security ” in Him. If there be any hanker- 
ing after the world, anything like what we 
read of in Stephen’s account of the Israelites, 
in the 7th of the Асів—“ In their hearts 
they turned back again into Egypt”—any 
longing for the world, as they longed for 
the flesh-pots of Egypt, there will soon be a 
despising of the bread from heaven, there 
will soon be a calling it “light bread,” and 
then joy will die. This is a very important 
lesson in the present day, when we see so 
many turning aside from the good old way 
of the Word of God, and the salutary spiritual 
food of the doctrines of the Reformation, as 
provided in the Church of England, to “ ће 
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beggarly elements” of the forms, and the 
ceremonies, and the vestments, and the in- 
cense, and the music, and the lights of 
Popery. It requires a heavenly taste to feed 
on bread from heaven, a taste that sympa- 
thises with the Lord Jesus Christ. Mere 
nature, what may be called religiousness— 
that which education gives, that “fear of 
God which is taught” only “by the pre- 
cept of men,” that which is not woven and 
stamped into the heart by the power of the 
Holy Ghost,—that kind of religiousness can- 
not relish spiritual food; it will ever yearn 
after Есурі, after something material, some- 
thing it can see. Spiritual food is too subtle, 
too refined, ever to satisfy such a taste. 
But it is the privilege of those who are 
secure in Christ, of those who, in Scripture 
language, “have died and risen again” with 
Him, to feed on Him as “the Bread of Life 
which cometh down from Heaven.” This is 
the real food of Christ’s sheep in this wilder- 
ness,—Christ ministered by the Holy Ghost 
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through the Word and the ordinances which 
He has ordained for His Church; and nothing 
short of this will be the joy and consolation 
of the believer. The Holy Ghost, as the 
Comforter, is in the believer “a well of 
water, springing up into everlasting life.” 
This is the believer’s food here below, and 
not forms, and ceremonies, and material 
objects. Be assured, my dear brethren, that 
the more a man needs visible signs, the 
weaker and feebler is his faith; the more a 
man needs to have to do with material 
objects, the less, he may be assured, is his 
heart spiritual, and the less has he to do 
really with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now, beloved brethren, if we would enjoy 
such food as Christ gives out of these wells 
of salvation,” it is evident our hearts must 
be weaned from everything which is opposed 
to Him. A worldly heart and a carnal mind 
would neither find Christ in the Word nor 
enjoy Him if found. The manna was pure ; 
it would not bear contact with earth. In 
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Exod. xvi. 13, 14, we read, “In the morning 
the dew lay round about the host. And 
when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, 
upon the face of the wilderness there lay a 
small round thing, as small as the hoar- 
frost on the ground.” But in Num. xi. 9 we 
read, “And when the dew fell upon the 
camp in the night, the manna fell upon it.” 
Observe, it actually fell upon the dew, and 
was gathered off the dew. It had no соп- 
tact with earth.“ And again, the manna 
had to be gathered ere the sun was up. 
Ah, what a lesson is here, my brethren, on 
contact with the world, and on early rising, 
and early reading, and early prayer! For 
when the sun waxed hot, the manna melted. 
And many a soul, through self-indulgence, © 


* In reference to these two accounts Poole, in loco, says, 
(Exod. xvi. 13, 14:) There was а bed of dew wherewith the 
manna was covered, (ver. 14.) To this ‘the hidden manna’ 
(Rev. ii. 17) alludes. 

(Num. хі. 9,) And then the dew fell again upon it, and 
covered it, ан we see, (Exod. xvi. 13, 14;) so the manna lay, as 
it were, between two beds of dew. Hence the phrase of ‘ hidden 
manna,’ ” 


THE BELIEVER S SUPPLY. 9} 


misses the manna which God gives early 
in the day. But it is a very important 
thing for you to bear in mind, that the food 
which God gave to Israel had no contact 
with the earth; and the water which you 
draw out of “the wells of salvation” has 
nothing to do with the world. No; He gives 
nothing tainted by the world. And again, 
the manna had to be gathered fresh every 
morning ; yesterday’s supply would not 40. 
for to-day, nor to-day’s for to-morrow. And 
so here; it is a fresh feeding every day, or 
we shall soon grow weak. And alas, how 
many in their feeble, low Christian life show 
how they fail in this respect! They have 
no faith, no joy, no gladness of heart, no 
blessedness of spirit. And why? All through 
their own indolence; the fault is all with 
them. It is a constant feeding on a con- 
stant Christ which alone can carry the soul 
on happily and prosperously. He is the 
true Bread from Heaven; and “he that 
eateth Me,” saith the Lord, “shall live by 
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Me; and the more a man regards himself 
as consecrated and given wholly to the ser- 
vice of Christ, the more will he “draw water 
with joy out of the wells of salvation ;” the 
more he walks in holy fellowship with God, 
the more will he relish all that God sends 
for his support and discipline. For it is 
not to be expected that God will not at 
times feed His children with the “ bread of 
affliction.” But bitter herbs are often whole- 
some; and every trial the Christian is called 
upon to pass through, if it makes for the 
soul’s health, will be matter of joy and 
thanksgiving after all. It is thus David 
says, (Ps. ci. 1) “I will sing of mercy and 
judgment ;” of affliction as well as of mercy. 
And we may be sure all God does for His 
people shall work together for good, and all 
that He gives shall come out of “the wells 
of salvation.” 

Let me remind you, in conclusion, my 
brethren, that you are in a wilderness world. 
Although, during your passage through it, 
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you are privileged to “draw water with joy 
out of the wells of salvation,” yet every step 
is but going from one wilderness to another. 
We read, (Num. x. 12) “that the children 
of Israel took their journey out of the wil- 
derness of Sinai; and the cloud rested in 
the wilderness of Paran:“ it was wilderness 
still. And so it is now with the children of 
God,—a wilderness in which there is no 
spiritual bread, and no spiritual water—a 
wilderness in which they must be dependent 
on God for everything. This was the very 
first lesson which Israel learned after they 
came out of the Red Sea; it was desert all 
around. Still, there is a well out of which 
we may draw water with joy; but there is 
only this one well—ONLY THIS ONE WELL. 
We must look to God for all. Is this a hard 
thing? Nay, is it not a blessed thing? Is 
it a trial to have to look to Him whose sup- 
ply is certain, suitable, and inexhaustible ? 
Surely not. What more blessed than to be 
able to say, “The Lord is the portion of mine 
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inheritance and of my cup”? And what a 
cup a cup that “runneth over.” 

Your spiritual life will find nothing here 
to sustain it. Christ says of His children, 
“They are not of the world, even as I am 
not of the world.” He had “meat to eat 
the world knew not of;” so have all His 
children, and from the same source—His 
Father in Heaven ; their Father because His 
Father. God never forgot Him; God will 
never forget you. God loved His Son ; God 
loves you who trust in His Son. He looks 
at you in His Son, and regards you as one 
with His Son, and you shall appear in glory 
with His Son when He comes with all His 
holy angels. 

But when once 1% comes to pass that the 
believer is able to stay himself on things 
and circumstances instead of Christ, then 
you may be sure his spiritual life is enfeebled. 
He is encouraging that which he ought to 
mortify. He has become like a man with 
а vitiated taste, who cannot relish whole- 
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some food, but only that which does him 
harm. | 

Ever bear in mind that Christ is your life, 
and on Him you must live. He is your only 
well of salvation; and all ordinances and 
means of grace are beneficial only as they 
supply a stream from Him. And the real 
power of the spiritual life will show itself in 
crucifying the flesh with its affections and 
lusts, in subduing “the old man, with his 
deeds,” and feeling a greater relish for “the 
bread which strengthens man’s heart.” (Ps. 
civ. 15) And then in the power of that 
faith you will go forth to work for others, 
and give your testimony before the world, 
as set forth in the fourth verse, 

I would only ask you, my brethren, all of 
you here present, have you found this “ well 
of salvation”? Do you drink at it? Do 
you draw water out of it by faith with 
joy? Or are you still hoping to find rest 
and satisfaction in the things of this world! 
Vain hope! Still, perhaps, you believe that 


96 LECTURE III. 


there is some little nook in this wilderness, 
some little oasis in the desert of this life, 
where you may find peace? Many believe 
this. And do they err in such a belief? 
No; they only deceive themselves in what 
they think it is. Is it pleasure? No. Is 
it position? No. Is it human and domestic 
love? No. What is it? It is what the 
world will not believe; it is what perhaps 
many of you, who have not taken it up 
earnestly, do not believe; % is Christ alone, 
“the well of salvation.” That embraces every- 
thing. That will make you happy when you 
go out, and when you come in—when you 
rise up, and when you lie down; it will 
make you happy in your basket, happy in 
your store, happy at all times and under all 
circumstances. Christ is this bright spot in 
this world’s wilderness where there is peace, 
and there is no other. He can make this 
thirsty land springs of water, and this barren 
desert to rejoice and blossom as the rose. I 
say, then, look from this world to Jesus. 
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Look, my brethren, from “the broken cis- 
tern,” in which you have failed so many 
times to quench your thirst, to “the spring- 
ing well,” which shall be within you “a well 
of water springing up into everlasting life.” 
Thanks be unto God, there is a well of water 
in this wilderness of which whosoever drinks 
shall never thirst again. This is the only 
green place, the only bright spot, that is to 
be found. I repeat, % is Christ. 

I would only leave with you two words 
more. 

1. If you would draw water out of a 
well, you must stoop. “ With the lowly is 
wisdom.” | 

2. Тһе other is this: water runs down 
from lofty hills, and stands in the valleys. 
“God giveth grace to the humble.” If you 
are really desiring thus to approach God, 
thus to trust in Him, you will be able to 
realise the blessedness of the text, and then 
with joy shall ye draw water out of the 


wells of salvation.” 
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LECTURE IV. 
The Belieber's Testimony. 


Go, labour on: spend and be spent 
Thy joy to do the Father's will; 

It is the way the Master went, 
Should not the servant tread it still ? 


Go, labour on, while it is day, 
The world’s dark night is hastening оп; 
Speed, speed thy work, cast sloth away ; 
It is not thus that souls are won. 


Men die in darkness at thy side, 
Without a hope to cheer the tomb ; 
Take up the torch, and wave it wide, 
The torch that lights time’s thickest gloom. 


Toil on, and in thy toil rejoice ; 
For toil comes rest, for exile home; 

Soon shalt thou hear the Bridegroom’s voice, 
The midnight peal, Behold, І come! 


LECTURE IV. 
THE BELIEVERS TESTIMONY. 


“ And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon 
His name, declare His doings among the people, make 
mention that His name is exalted.—IsatauH xii, 4. 


We have now to consider the believer’s 
“Testimony ;” a very important part of the 
Christian life—one in which, if we are faith- 
ful, Christ will confess us before His Father; 
and one in which, if we are unfaithful, He 
will deny us before His Father. The force 
and weight of our “testimony” will ever be 
in proportion to the way in which we have 
grasped the salvation of God. If our faith 
in the grace of a reconciling, saving, pro- 
_ viding God be strong, our testimony will 
D 
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be strong; if our faith be feeble, our testi- 
mony will be weak: we shall be like those 
chief rulers who believed on the name of 
Jesus, “but because of the Pharisees did 
not confess Him, lest they should be put out 
of the synagogue ;” (John xii. 42) whereas, if 
our hearts be overflowing with love for His 
love to us, we shall be like Peter and 
John before the Council, who, when they 
were threatened, and told that they were not 
to speak again in the name of Jesus, answered, 
“We cannot but speak the things which we 
have seen and heard.” (Actsiv. 20) The 
same is prophetically announced, if you re- 
member, of our Lord Jesus Christ; (Ps. xl. 
8-10) He is represented as saying, “ Thy 
law is within my heart ;” and what is the 
effect? “I have preached righteousness in 
the great congregation ; lo, I have not re- 
frained my lips, O Lord, Thou knowest.” 
David, again, (Ps. li. 12) after he had prayed, 
“ Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,” 
adds, “ Zhen will I teach transgressors Thy 
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ways, and sinners shall be converted unto 
Thee.” And what was the case with Paul ? 
Having had his eyes opened at Damascus, 
and received strength, “ straightway he 
preached Christ in the synagogue, that He is 
the Son of God.” (Acts ix. 20) He. believed, 
and therefore did he speak. And so it is 
now. Indeed, it is the proper result of having 
“known and believed the love that God hath 
to us. So we read of the saints, (Рв, cxlv.) 
“ They shall speak of the glory of Thy king- 
dom, and talk of thy power, to make known 
to the sons of men His mighty acts, and the 
glorious majesty of His kingdom.” 

In the text the Church is represented as 
giving her “testimony” in “ that day.” In 
that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord ;.” 
or, as the margin of our Bible has it, “ pro- 
claim His name; “Declare His doings 
among the people; make mention that His 
name is exalted.” 

Our model in this, as in all other possible 
- respects, is the Lord Jesus Christ, Не came 
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to declare to a lost world. the character of 
His Father, that He is a reconciling, saving, 
providing God. Our Lord ever lived, except 
in that dread, mysterious time when He was 
under the weight of our sins, in the con- 
sclousness of His Father’s love; and this 
made Him ever earnest to “declare His do- 
ings among the children of men,” and to 
exalt His name. Не was ever labouring to 
draw men’s hearts to believe in and accept 
the love of God. That which He felt He 
was desirous we should feel. And this is the 
spirit of the text. If we are able to praise 
the Lord for having saved our souls, then we 
shall delight to declare His doings among 
the children of men. Now, our Lord Jesus 
Christ distinctly says, “To this end was I 
born, and for this cause came І into the 
world, that I should bear witness unto the 
truth ;” (John xviii. 37) that is to say, to 
bear witness unto the truth of a loving, sav- 
ing, providing God, And this should be the 
end and object of all believers—to be wit- 
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nesses for God’s truth, in its saving efficacy 
on their own souls, and to testify to its value 
and blessedness to others; and to this “the 
love of Christ constraineth us.” 

I propose to set before you— 


I. What Christ did. 
П. What Believers ought to do. 


I. What Christ did.—He says in the 
text I have already quoted, “To this end 
was I born, and for this cause came I into 
the world, that I should bear witness unto 
the truth.” These words constitute the “ good 
confession” which Paul tells us our Lord wit- 
nessed before Pontius Pilate. (1 Tim. vi. 13) 
Our Lord came as the servant of God, (Is. 
xlii. 1) and we, therefore, find Him ever with 
His eye fixed upon God, and not upon man. 
And that is the whole secret, my dear brethren, 
of bearing witness to the truth, and giving a 
faithful testimony. What is said of our Lord? 
(Ps. xvi. 8) “I have set the Lord always be- 
fore Ме; because He is at Му right hand, I 
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shall not be moved.” He was not moved from 
the integrity of the position which He came 
here to take, nor was He ever moved away 
from the great end and object which He had 
in view—to bear witness unto the truth. 
He did not fear the wrath of man, nor seek 
his favour. He never spoke to gain applause, 
nor was He silent to escape blame. He was 
intent on God’s truth, and everything He did 
was done as to God. Every act, every word, 
every thought, every movement, every look, 
was for the honour of God. He was never 
afraid of the results of what He did, because 
He always acted with, and for, and from 
God. His own will, as a man, was swal- 
lowed up in the will of God. Не could say, 
“І came down from heaven not to do Mine 
own will, but the will of Him that sent Me, 
and to finish His work.” Hence He always 
did “such things as pleased the Father.” Не 
never had to retrace a step, to recall a word, 
to regret a thought—all was perfect. The 
current of His holy, heavenly life was a 
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single-eyed devotedness to the truth and 
will of God—one patient, perfect, consistent 
testimony. Here then, I say, my brethren, we 
have our model; and we can never look at 
our Lord Jesus Christ bearing testimony to 
the honour of His Father’s truth without 
gleaning some lessons advantageous to our- 
selves. 

The truth to which Christ testified was 
moral and spiritual truth truth that you and 
I could not know but from the revelation of 
God ; truth which affects not merely a man’s 
understanding, but his heart and conscience, 
and which also sanctifies his soul. God Him- 
self is the first and only essential truth, in 
whose being and nature are all the springs 
of truth ; and whatever is truth is an eman- 
ation from this eternal Fountain. But the 
grand truths, to which our Lord testified, 
were especially those connected with man’s 
redemption—namely, that God, as declared in 
this hymn, is a reconciling, saving, providing 
God ; that His reconciliation is effectual and 
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perpetual; that His salvation is h,, le 
and interminable; and that His provision is 
certain, suitable, and inexhaustible, as flow- 
ing from Himself. Here, then, are the grand 
truths which Christ was ever testifying to be- 
fore men, and which you and [ are to testify 
to also. And moreover, that there is a way 
made by which the vilest sinners may be 
saved, the dead in sins may be quickened, 
the lost may be found, the ungodly may be 
justified, the unholy may be sanctified, and 
souls, red like crimson with sin, may be 
made white as snow. 

Of this truth Christ is not only the depos- 
itary as regards man, but also He is the very 
life and power of it. It is from Him and 
through Him we must learn truth ; it is out 
of His fulness we must receive it. He says 
of Himself, “I am the Truth;” and He is 
essentially so, as He is one with the Father, 
who is “the God of truth.” (Deut. xxxii. 4) 
By Him is the Father declared. (John i. 18) 
The very light of the knowledge of the glory 
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of God shines in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
(2 Cor. iv. 6.) 

Now, I would point out to you two or three 
particulars in which our Lord was ever 
giving testimony to the truth :— 

1. He came to reveal truth. He came to 
teach us about God; and in studying and 
learning Christ we learn to know God. As 
He says, (John xii. 45) “ He that seeth Me 
seeth Him that sent Me;” or, as He said to 
Philip, (John xvi. 9) “Не that hath seen Me 
hath seen the Father.” What could we have 
known of God, of His love, His mercy, His 
truth, His faithfulness, His holiness, His 
justice, but for the revelation of them in 
Jesus Christ? And. above all, what could 
we have ever known of that which is our 
deepest need—the forgiveness of sin? We 
are told, indeed, that “the heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the firmament showeth 
His handywork ;” but neither sun, moon, 
nor stars say to us one syllable about for- 
giveness of sin. They do not meet, there- 
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fore, the grand necessity of our condition. 
Natural religion does not reveal to us a 
pardoning God. It reveals, perhaps, a pro- 
viding God for the body, but not a providing 
God with regard to that deepest necessity 
that you and I have to do with. It does 
not tell us how we became sinners, nor how 
that dread which we all have naturally of 
God came into the heart. No; natural re- 
ligion is silent about this. For this we must 
come to revelation, to the testimony of Christ 
as revealed in the Word of God. 

But Christ is the substance of truth, in 
opposition to the types and shadows of the 
Law. These all pointed to Christ and His 
offices; they all taught the same truth, 
though not in the same way as we have it 
now. The Lamb of God was shown in the 
sacrifices under the Law ; the Lamb of God 
is now shown in Jesus Christ, “ evidently 
set forth crucified among you” in the 
preaching of the Gospel. Under the New 
Testament we are referred for all saving 
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truth to Christ; and whatever we need to 
know about salvation we must seek in Jesus 
Christ and the Word of God. Thus “the 
truth as it is in Jesus,” and “the knowledge 
of Christ,” are expressions inthe New Testa- 
ment for all saving gospel truth. Now, this 
truth Christ came to reveal; and when He 
communicates His own life, then He reveals 
the truth savingly. It is very important for 
you to bear this in mind. The mere reading 
of the Word of God does not save a man’s 
soul, unless there be the life of Jesus Christ 
communicated to it. Therefore we read, 
(John 1. 4) In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men.” You cannot en- 
lighten the dead. All the candles in the 
world round a corpse are valueless. But 
quicken the dead, then the light becomes 
valuable. And so the life of Jesus is the 
real saving light from Heaven. But do not 
forget that Satan is transformed into an 
angel of light; and there may be light in 
the understanding which leaves the heart 
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still cold and dead, like sunlight upon a 
rock. It is the life of Jesus which is neces- 
sary in order to enlighten us with the light 
of life. | < 

2. Christ came to confirm truth. We 
read, (Rom. xv. 8) “Jesus Christ was a 
minister of the circumcision for the truth of 
God, to confirm the promises made unto the 
fathers ; and that the Gentiles might glorify — 
God for His mercy.” By His Ше and mira- 
cles Christ. confirmed the truth of God’s pro- 
mise, that all men through Him might believe. 
He confirmed the truth of God in the pro- 
mise of a Redeemer. God graciously sus- 
tained the faith of the Old Testament saints 
by a succession of promises for four thou- 
sand years; and the truth was then con- 
firmed by the life, and death, and resurrec- 


tion of Christ. He also confirmed the truth 


of God in His threatenings. God had said 
in Eden He would punish the breach of His 
law at the same time that He promised to 
spare the offender. Christ confirmed this 
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truth as well as exemplified it, for in Him 
we see how the threatenings of the Law 
and the promises of the Gospel harmonise ; 
we see how faithfulness to the word of God 
and mercy to the sinner meet together; we 
see in Him how the righteousness of God 
and the peace of the sinner have kissed each 
other. | 

Again, Christ in confirming the word of 
God shows how impossible it is for God. to 
Пе; and while the infallibility of God’s pro- 
mise should afford strong consolation to all 
that believe in Christ, the certainty of His 
threatenings should be a terror to them that 
will not obey Him. 

3. Christ came to establish the truth. He 
Himself is the substance of all spiritual 
truth, as I have said; and He came to set 
up a kingdom in which truth reigns—in 
which He, as the Truth, is King, A kingdom 
“not of this world ”—a kingdom the subjects 
of which have “truth in their inward parts, 


and in whose heart Christ dwells. 
| H 
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Now, although nothing is more opposed to 
this world than such a kingdom though the 
world hates it as the world hates Christ, yet 
Christ uses the truth in order to bring the 
world, at least some out of the world, under 
its power, and they yield themselves to it. 
For instance, He sends forth His Holy Spirit 
to teach them; and how does He teach them? 
By the convincing evidence of truth. And 
men have no idea of the truth about them- 
selves as sinners until they are thus taught, 


and then they thankfully accept Gods mercy 
in the gift of Christ. They see God's truth 


in the promises, of the Word, His grace in 
forgiving sin. The man that believes these 
things has the testimony to their truth 


2 within him; he realises his interest in Christ, 


and he is convinced of the certainty of these 


things by the power of Christ through His 


truth. The Holy Ghost shows God’s saving 
truth in Christ, His justice in the Atoncment, 
His holiness in the righteousness of Christ, 
His mercy in the substitution of Christ, His 
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love in the gift of Christ, in making over 
all Christ is and all Christ has done to the 
believer. And when a man has the truth 
thus established within him, апа believes 
in his heart in Christ as the Son of God, 
he is saved ; and so Christ establishes His 
kingdom in the heart of that man by the 
convincing evidence of truth. But once 
more :— | 

4. Christ governs and sanctifies men by 
the commanding power of the truth. This is 
what Paul meant when he said, (2 Cor. 
xiii. 8) „We can do nothing against the 
truth, but for the truth.” The truth of 
God controlled the apostle ; and so it is to 
control all Christ’s people. If any one of 
you is living after the example of Christ, 
you are controlled by the truth. I do not 
mean simply by truth as between man and 
man, in which you might be ashamed to 
transgress; I do not mean simply that you 
speak and act truth in your dealings; but 
I mean, that if you be really Christ’s fol- 
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lowers, you will be controlled by His truth 
in all things—God’s Word will be made a 
commanding influence and power within 
you. The power of truth so tells upon a 
man’s understanding, and conscience, and 
heart ; so sanctifies, and separates, and con- 
secrates him to God’s service, as to bear 
down all opposition. There will be conflict, 
of course, between “the old man” and “the 
new;” but Christ defends His people, Christ 
keeps His people, Christ secures His people 
to Himself,—and all by the power of truth in 
their heart ; and it is in being answerable 
to the truth that they follow Christ, who is 
the Truth; it is in being obedient to the 


truth that they do those things that are 


pleasing to Christ. The moment a man steps 
aside in the least degree from truth there is 
an end to service, there is an end of con- 
scious sonship, and the man feels he is a 
rebel against his Father, by being rebellious 


against the law of his Father's house. Oh, 


do think of these things, my dear brethren. It 
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is impossible to exaggerate the importance of 
truth in little things. It is there where 
Satan catches hold; it is in those things 
that he first insinuates the thin end of the 
wedge ; it is in little departures where we 
are inclined to say, “Oh, that does not sig- 
nify ; you must not be too exact about de- 
tails.” Was Christ ever found taking that 
line? Was He not exact? Yea, He was 
exact. He could say, with all confidence, 
“Which of you convinceth me of sin?” 
How was He able to make such a statement 
as that: To this end was He born, and for 

this cause came He into the world, to bear 
2 witness unto the truth ;” and He was a living 
exemplification of the truth in everything 
He did. Oh, He ever made truth supreme, 
and there was no point in which He slighted 
it. He was ever bearing witness to it in 
His life, in His sayings, in His doings, in His 
decisions, in His teachings, in His death. 
It was the end, the cause, for which He 
came into the world. And thus He was ever 
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“praising God ;” He wasever “proclaiming 
His name; He was ever “declaring His 
doings among the people;” He was ever 
“making mention that His name was ex- 
alted.” This is the way to arrive at the 
meaning of the text ; and this is the course 
that you and I must pursue, to the utmost 
extent of the life and power Christ gives us, 
if we would bear testimony to the glory of 
God. Ours must be as real as His was, 
though, of course, in a different way. Now 
let us turn to— 


II. What believers ought to do, as fol- 
lowers of the Lord. They are to “proclaim 
God's name, to declare His doings among 
the people; they are to make mention that 
His name is exalted.” And nothing can be 
more reasonable, looking at God’s benefits 
to man. But, strange as it may seem, the 
greater part of men refuse utterly to bear 
= witness to God's truth, or to give any testi- 
mony at all to its value. They do not actu- 
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ally say so in so many words; but as actions 
speak more loudly than words, they say by 
their works that they have another standard 
of truth instead of the Word of God: they 
say Satan’s standard is the right one, for 
they do his works; or the world’s standard 
is the right one, for it has the first place in 
their hearts. Now, is it not so? I appeal 
to you. Do you not know a great many 
persons bearing a character of the utmost 
respectability who yet never take the smallest 
pains to guide and govern their conduct by 
the Word of God, but only by the conventions 
of men ? They do what other people do; they 
do what is respectable in the world; they 
would not fail in that for anything whatever. 
But when you press them with the Word of 
God, then they say, “Oh, that 18 going too 
far.” My dear brethren, what is the standard 
by which you and I shall be judged? “The 
word that I have spoken,” says Christ, “ the 
same shall judge you in the last day.” Not 
what the world has said; not what the world 
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says i is respectable, but “the word that I 
have spoken.” 

But, in the sovereign mercy of God, there 
are a few—“ a little flock,” it is true, but а. 
precious one—who, by the teaching of the 
Holy Ghost, understand the saving power of 
Christ’s truth, and who therefore try to bear 
witness to it. They are God’s witnesses that 
the word in His mouth is truth. These 
persons claim a special relation to God; 
they call Him Father.“ He shows them a 
special favour, and manifests Himself unto 
them “as He does not unto the world.” 
They know what Christ has done for them 
in His living, dying, rising, ascending ; they 
know what Christ is to them; they know 
from His Word what He is preparing for 
them, and what He will do for them and 
with them. Faith, true, simple faith, во 
assures them of all this, that they have no 
hesitation in bearing testimony to it in the 
face of danger and difficulty. The main 
work of a child of God is thus to “ bear 
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witness to the truth” in all the relations of 
life. If a child of God is asked what is his 
object in life, this will be his answer. If 
asked, What are you actually doing? the 
same, “Bearing witness unto the truth.” 
And this, not necessarily in ways which make 
@ noise in the world, but by quiet consist- 
ency in a man’s own sphere; thus testify- 
ing to all that he has got hold of what is 
substance,—life and blessedness; of what 
strengthens and cheers him ; of that of which 
he is not ashamed, but in which he delights, 
and to the value of which he can boldly 
and patiently bear witness. 

But perhaps it would be more profitable 
if I were just to mention some particulars, 
Then I would say— 

1. А man testifies to the truth by beheving 
%; or rather, Him in Whom all spiritual 
truth centres, by receiving Christ into his 
heart; for “with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness.” Faith in Christ is the 
way to bear witness to the truth; because 
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faith is that heartfelt conviction of the cer- 
tainty of truth that a man is ready to stake 
all upon it. Nothing seems more strange 
to areal believer than that he should ever 
have doubted the truth of God, or ever have 
hesitated to bear witness to it. He sees now 
what an awful thing unbelief is, which he 
never knew before. He sees in the Word of 
God, (1 John v. 10) it is nothing less than 
making God a liar. Оһ, beloved brethren, 
how few people there are that look upon un- 
belief as a positive sin! They hardly look 
upon it as a defect, and they are almost 
ready to say they cannot help it. But the 
Word of God does not treat it во. The man 
that believeth not the record that God hath 
given of His Son makes God a liar. Those 
are the words of the Spirit. They are no 
human deduction, they are no peculiar state- 
ment of a minister; they are the words of 
the Holy Ghost. 

2. A man testifies for truth not taai by 
believing in it, but also by obeying #, and 
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working it out in all the relations in which 
he stands to God and his neighbour. It 
calls upon us to love God with all our heart, 
and soul, and mind, and strength, and our 
neighbour as ourselves. It calls upon us to 
be separate from the world, as. Christ was. 

Christ says of His disciples distinctly, “ they 
are not of the world, even as І am not of 
the world;” (John xvii. 16) by which He 
leads us to understand that the measure of 
His separation is to be the measure of ours ; 
that as really as Christ was separated from 
the world, so really are you and I to be 
separated from it. Yes, as separate as Christ 
was. Now, how much is involved in this! 
Who shall be able to expound it? How 
difficult, for instance, it is to say what the 
world is! The world is not the same to any 
two of us here. We each may have our 
world, but not one will correspond with the 
other. The statement made in the Word of 
God would lead us to believe that the world 
is an evil principle: e.g., we read, (James 
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iv. 4) “the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God ;” so again, (Rom. viii. 7) “the 

carnal mind is enmity against God; that 
“the carnal mind” and “the friendship of 
the world” seem to be much the same thing, 
both putting a man into a position of enmity 
against God. But in a passage (1 John ii. 
15, 16) where the world is spoken of again, 
we have another definition: “ Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. For all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world.” There 
we see that what is “not of the Father” is 
“of the world.’ Hence, the more a man 
walks in fellowship with the Father, the 
keener will be his sense and apprehension of 
what the world is. This is the way, my dear 
brethren, the Scripture teaches us. It does 
not lay down a mere rule, but it lays down a 
great principle. It does not lay down cold 
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precepts ; the heart will overleap them. A 
man may be exact іп all outward separation 
whose heart is in the world still. What a 
man wants in order to live in separation 
from the world is a greater power of the 
divine life. That is the thing that will 
separate him from the world. Yes, the more 
of that life, the more of real separation ; and 
that will act as a kind of instinct in a man. 
He will shrink from what is worldly, because 
it is “not of the Father: it is not in ac- 
cordance with His will, nor with His Word ; 
nor with that new nature, and new tastes, 
and new sympathies, of which the believer is 
become a partaker. Therefore, in saying 

this, we assert a great, broad principle,—that 
whatever is “not of the Father” you may 
put down as. “of the world.” Do not come 
to any other definition than that. The world 
is not a particular place, nor a particular set 
of people, nor a particular set of amusements 
only; it is just that which each believer 
feels is not of the Father; it is that which 
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will not invigorate your spiritual life, but, 
on the contrary, will weaken its force. The 
more of the world, the less of love of the 
Father, the less of love of and boldness in 
the truth, and the less of love to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the less of attention to the 
motions and leadings of the Holy Spirit; 
and consequently the less of holiness and 
heavenly-mindedness. 

Then, again, when a man walks in obe- 
dience to the truth, he is very strict about 
truth in himself. He speaks very carefully 
to others, like one who knows he must give 
account to God. Still, although a man is 
careful, he is not therefore dumb, but takes 
every opportunity of declaring God’s truth 
to others, thus carrying out the spirit of the 
text. 

And the spirit in which he declares the 
truth is important. He bears. witness in 
“the meekness and gentleness of Christ,” 
“speaking the truth in love.” Oh, what 
watchfulness, and self-control, and self-de- 
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nial will be needed; what prayerfulness, 
what decision, what godly resolution, what 
careful self-examination and scrutiny of the 
heart and the affections! Still, if you are 
really “ proclaiming His name, and declaring 
His doings among the people, you must 
strive to “adorn the doctrine of God your 
Saviour in all things.” | 

Another way in which you аге to “bear 
witness to the truth” is— ~ 

8. By confessing it before men. Now, 
“with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.” Thus the believer is able to bear 
witness before the world; to “stand before 
kings, and not be afraid; remembering our 
Lord's words, already quoted, Whosoever 
shall confess Me before men, him will J con- 
fess before My Father.” The stronger a man’s 
faith, and the more single his eye, the bolder 
and the stronger will be his testimony. 
When a man’s faith 1s feeble, his testimony 
will be feeble; he will hesitate, and doubt, 
and be afraid: a confident opponent will 
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browbeat him and put him down. But if 
he has got hold of Christ—if, like Paul, he 
сап say, “I know Whom І have believed,” 


then he will meekly, but with all confidence, . 
give his testimony for the Lord Jesus. 


Think of this, beloved brethren. Your 
confession will be weak without it. Identify 


ourselves with Christ in His risen life. 


What is your position—I mean you who 
believe really in the Son of God? What is 
your position? There is no guilt, no curse, 
no condemnation, no wrath, for you. Al- 
though you will have to stand at the judg- 
ment-seat even as others, that judgment-seat 
will be as truly your friend as the mercy- 
seat. It will but make manifest the truth 
of your condition—namely, that there is 
nothing to be urged against you. What you 
are the Judge has made you: the Judge has 
put away your sins; the Judge is your 
righteousness ; and it will be a public de- 
claration to heaven, and earth, and hell, that 
you are washed from sin in the blood of the 
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Lamb, and are as clean as God can make 
you; yea, as God would have you. All 
that had to be done God Himself has done. 
And be assured the work of redemption, no 
less than that of creation, is “ very good,” 
He will find no flaw in it. The cross is per- 
fect in its work. Look into the tomb—it is 
empty ; look to the throne of God—it is 
occupied. Your Representative was in the 
one, but “ He is risen ;” your Representative 
zs on the other, and Не is there for ever. 
Make these truths your own by faith ; iden- 
tify yourself with Christ. Thus you will be 
able to witness a good confession before men, 
and to work out the truth of the text; 
“Declare His doings among the people — 
“make mention that His name is exalted.” 

There is one other point: you are to bear 
witness to His truth— 

4, By promoting tt throughout the world. 
“Declare His doings among the people.” 
This will be a necessary result of your love 


to Him. There is no selfishness in love ; she 
I 
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“geeketh not her own, but is desirous of 


the honour of her Lord, and of the ingather- 
ing of those “children of God who are now 
scattered abroad,” and who constitute “the 
travail of His soul.“ I would only remind 
you on this head of what Christ said,— 
“Preach the Gospel to every creature.” And 
He has charged this work upon His own 
people. It is therefore yours to do; you 
cannot escape the obligation He has charged 
upon you; you would not, I trust, wish to 
escape it, because it is His glory, it is 
His honour, to save the lost; and He says 
in His Gospel, “Come;” the Spirit says, 
“Come ;” and the Bride—you who аге be- 
lievers, are to say, “Come,” also. Be not, 
then, behindhand with the means any more 
than with the welcome. Ве ready gladly 
to provide the means, as God has given you 
power, in order that they may come; for 
“how shall they hear without a preacher ? 
and how shall they preach, except they be 


* 


sent? 
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5. Some may be called to bear witness by 
suffering. All Christ’s disciples have to 
carry a cross. “ Let us,” saith the apostle, 
“oo forth therefore unto Him without the 
camp, bearing His reproach.” We are not 
to be ashamed, but to count it all joy when 
we suffer for the truth of Christ; for “if we 
suffer with Him, we shall also reign with 
Him.” If we can throw ourselves unre- 
servedly into His service, we shall be 
“more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us.” 

Now these, and all other modes of bear- 
ing witness to the truth, simply mean, that 
such people as do bear witness are on the 
Lord’s side,—on the side of truth, of Heaven, 
of victory. It means that such have given 
themselves heartily to the Lord, and are 
content to accept whatever may befall them 
in His service. It means that they have 
counted the cost, and have decided for 
Christ; that they are separated from the 
world, and are рПотшав and strangers here 
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ever pressing onwards and upwards “to a 
better country, even an heavenly.” It means 
that whoever may deny the truth, they will 
bear witness to it; that whoever may for- 
sake it, they will cleave to it. It means 
that they know the power and the value of 
it, and love it more dearly than anything 
this world can give. And therefore, like a 
man who has tested and proved the worth 
of a remedy, they are willing to stand forth 
and proclaim its efficacy to all the world, по 
matter how the ignorant may scoff and the 
half-hearted may flinch. 

I ask you, then, my dear brethren, are 
you bearing witness to the truth? It was 
Christ's object; it ought to be yours. There 
cannot be a nobler one for you. It includes 
all you are called to do, to be, or to suffer in 
this life. If you are thus bearing witness, all 
will be fashioned as you conscientiously be- 
lieve God orders it to be; all will be done 
according to truth. And if such an object 
was vast enough to employ the powers of 
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Christ, and grand enough to occupy the 
mind of Christ, surely it is worthy of your 
constant and solemn attention. That was a 
grand thought of Paul which he utters, 
(Phil. i. 17) “І am set for the defence of 
the Gospel.” What is the Gospel? Why, 
it is the good news that a sinner is saved 
solely by trusting in the work, the power, 
the blood, and the righteousness of Jesus— 
God and man in one Christ. Paul was set 
for the defence of this truth. His whole 
life, after conversion, was a bearing witness 
to it; and the efficacy, reality, and blessed- 
ness of it, which he had realised, sustained 
and carried him on. And I ask you, be- 
loved brethren, can you be occupied in a. 
higher, a nobler, and a holier work—a work 
that more honours God or benefits man? 
Impossible. Do think of it ;—I entreat you, 
do think of it. It does not ask you to leave 
your present position in life; it does not 
ask you to give up your calling if it be but 
respectable. It only asks you to let truth 
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work in your heart and conscience. I say, 
to let truth work—to allow it to work; for 
often, it 18 to be feared, we see the truth, 
but we will not let it work, because it does 
not accord with our inclinations. But you 
are called to let the truth work in your 
hearts and consciences, to be obedient and 
submissive to it under all circumstances; to 
conduct all your affairs with a rigid regard 
to it; to let your disposition, and your 
habits, and your works, and your words, and 
your ways, be always governed by it. It 
does not ask you to make a parade of it on 
the one hand, nor to hide it under a bushel 
on the other; but to let it act naturally and 
simply ; so that whether you are called upon 
to stand up and speak in the great Council 
of the nation, or to transact ordinary busi- 
ness in the office or the shop, people may 
take “ knowledge of you that you have been 
with Jesus;” and may feel, with regard to 
you, There is а man who is bearing witness 
to the truth, — a man who fears God and 
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honours His Word,—a man who loves the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, who speaks 
the truth in love, and who is doing what 
God calls him to do in a humble, yet manly 
spirit, in that state of life unto which it has 
pleased God to call him.” This is what is 
asked of every one of you ; and in doing this 
you will in your measure “ praise the Lord ; 
call upon His name; declare His doings 
among the people; make mention that His 
name is exalted.” 
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LECTURE V. 


The Believer’s Thanksgiving. 
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Heap of the Church triumphant, 
We joyfully adore Thee: 
Till Thou appear, 
Thy members here 
Shall sing like those in glory. 
We lift our hearts and voices 
In blest anticipation, 
And sing aloud, 
And give to God 
The praise of our salvation. 


While in affliction's furnace, 
And passing through the fire, 
Thy love we praise, 
In grateful lays, 
Which ever brings us nigher : 
We lift our hearts exulting 
In Thine almighty favour ; 
The love divine 
That made us Thine, 
Shall keep us Thine for ever. 


Thou dost conduct Thy people 
Through torrents of temptation ; 
Nor will we fear, 
While Thou art near, 
The fire of tribulation : 
The world, with sin and Satan, 
In vain our march opposes; 
By Thee we shall 
Break through them all, 
Ere death our conflict closes. 


By faith we see the glo 
To which Thou shalt restore us; 
The world despise, 
For that high prize 
Which Thou hast set before us. 
And if Thou count us worthy, 
We each, as dying Stephen, 
Shall see Thee stand 
At God’s right hand, 
To take us up to heaven. 


LECTURE V. 


THE BELIEVER’S THANKSGIVING. 


“ Sing unto the Lord,; for He hath done excellent thing: 
this is known in all the earth.” — ISAIAH xii. 5. 


Our subject is “Thanksgiving,” and we 
can scarcely use any words more suitable, 
and expressive of the spirit of the text, than 
those with which our noble “Te Deum” 
орепв,-“ We praise Thee, О God; we ac- 
knowledge Thee to be the Гота. . . . Heaven 
and earth are full of the majesty of Thy 
glory.” The New Testament calls upon the 
believer “in everything to give thanks; 
and the more we understand God’s mercies 
in “creation, preservation, and all the bless- 


ings of this life, but, above all, in His in- 
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_ estimable love in the redemption of the world 
by our Lord Jesus Christ,” the more we shall 
have a thankful, praising spirit. And if the 
Israelites could sing when the Lord delivered 
them from the bondage of Egypt, when 
“they saw the Egyptians dead upon the 
sea-shore, how much more should they sing 
whom the Lord hath “delivered from the 
power of darkness, and translated into the 
kingdom of His dear Son.“ Such have seen 
God's salvation in a far higher sense; they 
should therefore sing His praise, and recount 
“the excellent things He has done.” Mer- 
cies should be thankfully remembered. The 
way to obtain new mercies is to show the 
old were not abused. That is a sad spot in 
good Hezekiah’s history which tells us that 
“he rendered not again according to the 
benefit done unto him; (2 Chron. xxxii. 95) 
it opened a door of wrath against Judah and 
Jerusalem. And truly, my brethren, if it 
were possible for you and me to recount the 
“excellent things” God has done for us all 
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through our life, we must begin with our 
birth, and’ go on up to. this very hour. 

But it is especially of the “excellent 
things” connected with redemption I would 
speak. It is from saved souls that the hymn 
of praise really goes up. We hear of no 
praise from the Israelites till they “saw their 
enemies dead upon the sea-shore.” Before 
that, we hear of their sighing and groaning 
by reason of their cruel bondage, but no 
thanksgiving. And so it is now. What is 
the language of the unbelieving world? 
Thankfulness? Alas! rather murmuring 
and discontent. Be assured of this, what- 
ever the world may say about being thankful 
to their heavenly Father, it is not unbe- 
lievers that praise God, but believers ; it is 
not the world, but those whom God hath 
chosen out of the world. They alone under- 
stand why they sing. No persons who come 
to the house of God, however they may join 
in the singing, understand why they sing 
until they understand the salvation of Jesus. 
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Then they have a reason for singing, —even 
because God hath redeemed them out of the 


hand of their cruel enemy. For instance, 


they rejoice in Christ’s finished work ; they 
can sing on account of His perfect atone- 
ment; Christ is to them the object of praise; 
Christ is the subject of their praise, and they 
acknowledge that it is Christ who gives 
them the power to praise. And so, if you 
look at the chapter from which the text is 
taken, it is all about God, all about His 
doings. It is praise for the “ Reconciliation” 
He has effected and proclaimed ; for the 
“Salvation” He hath wrought out and 
bestowed ; for the “Supply” He gives to His 
people. The “ Testimony ” is all about Him. 
And so, in the text, the “Thanksgiving” is 
for the “excellent things” He hath done. 
Yes, beloved brethren, when we really praise 
God, self is laid wholly aside, circumstances 
are altogether lost sight of; one object alone 
fills the heart, and that is the Lord Himself. 
Let the heart be occupied with the Person, 
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and the work, and the character of Christ, 
and songs of praise will surely follow. 

The Word of God abounds with illustra- 
tions of this point. ‘You can scarcely read a 
page of the Psalms without seeing this. 
And if you contemplate the hosts which 
surround the throne of God and the Lamb, 
while the angels praise Him with a loud 
voice, saying, “ Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing ;” the song of the saints culmi- 
nates in this: Thou art worthy to take the 
book, and to open the seals thereof ; for Thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation.” Yes, among all the 
“excellent things” Christ has done, redemp- 
tion stands first as the glory of all others, 
Thus it is with all who spiritually under- 
stand redemption ; thus should it be with 
you and me. And thus will it be with 
us if we keep our minds on what Christ 
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18 in Himself, and what He has made Him- 
self to those who really put their trust in 
Him. | | 5 

Among the “ excellent things” Christ has 
done for us, are His dying, and His rising, 
His interceding, and His ruling at the right 
hand of the throne of God. But when we 
turn our attention to the book of God, and 
look, for instance, at Revelation xv., they who 
stand upon the sea of glass are represented 
as singing “the song of Moses, the servant 
of God.” And when we turn to Exodus ху., 
we find that grand song of praise. What is 
it? Itis the outpouring of the heart of a 
people whose souls were warm with thank- 
fulness for the mercies just received. It 
begins with, —“ I will sing unto the Lord; 
for He hath triumphed gloriously ;” and it 
ends with, “Тһе Lord shall reign for ever 
and ever.” You should all read this song, 
for under a description of Israel’s deliver- 
ance from Egypt, are figured out all the 
“excellent things” God has done for you, in 
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delivering you from your cruel enemy Satan, 
and guiding and carrying you safe to glory. 
And when the believer looks at the “ excel- 
lent things” God has done for him, where 
must he begin? With God’s everlasting and 
electing love; with his name written in the 
Lamb's book of life from the foundation of 
the world; with God's predestinating, calling, 
justifying, glorifying mercy. The “ excellent 
things” embrace also all the circumstances 
of a believer's earthly history; all the mys- 
terious events which looked so dark, but 
which issued in such light and blessing ; all 
the falls, so dishonouring to God, but which 
әжеге overruled to greater watchfulness and 
prayer; all the mercies and judgments alike 
turned into occasions of praise; all the dan- 
gers and perplexities, so trying at the time, 
but which were made to strengthen your 
dependence upon God’s care and wisdom ; 
all the sufferings and trials, which manifested 
the reality of your faith; in short, all the 
steps set in this wilderness, until you arrive 
K 
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at the heavenly Canaan. And in all these, 
my brethren, there has been nothing vague 
or uncertain, but all planned and arranged 
in that comprehensive mind to which the 
end is as clear as the beginning,—all fixed 


and determined by that counsel which is 


“wonderful, and excellent in working,” and 
all executed and carried through by that 
Almighty power which knows no hindrance. 
Oh, when you look at Him who has brought 


you thus far in life’s pilgrimage ; when you 


see the deep waters through which He has. 
carried you, the crooked things which He 
has made straight for you, the valleys which 


He has exalted, and the mountains Which 


He has.laid low, that you might walk evenly ; 


_the enemies overthrown, and the adversaries | 
thrust aside, that you might pass by,—-what. 


occasion have you to sing of the Lord’s 
goodness. And how should this experience 
of the past strengthen your confidence for 
the future. As it is the Lord who has 
brought you thus far, so it is the same Lord 
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who will carry you through, even to the end. 
Keep your eye on Him, and there is an end 
of chance. Keep your eye on Him, and 
you have no more to do with disappoint- 
ment. АП doubts and fears are lost in the 
certainties of God. Keep your heart on 
Him, and then the fulness of His grace, and 
the sunshine of His love, and the abundance 
of His mercy, will fill the whole scene, 
There will be not a cloud upon the prospect; 
redeeming love will shine on all the way, 
and there will be nothing to hinder “an 
abundant entrance into the everlasting king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,” 
which is the portion of all who have “ washed 
their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.” | 

Be assured, my dear brethren, this is the 
only way ever to sing unto the Lord,—to 
keep before your minds the “excellent things” 
which He has done. And, as believers, it is 
your privilege to identify yourselves with 
Christ. I would say, keep your eye on Him 
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as your own personal Saviour. Recognise 


the privilege of being in Him, of being pre- 
sented before God in all that spotless accept- 
ance in which He stands before God now as 


the risen and glorified head of His Church. 


You may thus have done with doubts and 
fears. - Kept, and secure in Christ, you stand 


on His foundation; you are with Him in 
the holiest; and you are privileged to sing 


His praise for the“ excellent things ” that 
He has done for you. | 
Again I would say, in order to maintain а 


thanksgiving spirit, dwell on the work of 


Christ for you, and you can see nothing but | 
“excellent things,”—everything complete and 
perfect, ‘without a flaw. even in the eye of 
Omniscience and Holiness. There are no- 
thing but subjects of song and thanksgiving 
when you look at the work of Christ. But 
instead. of this, how many are there that are 


looking for subjects of song in themselves, 
and in the work of the Holy Spirit in them. 


gut as this work is progressive, it is, to a 
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certain extent, incomplete; and thus fur- 
nishes occasion for mourning rather than 
for songs of praise; because we are ever 
marring, and hindering, and soiling the work 
of the Holy Spirit in us. 

I will explain a little more fully what I 
mean. Take the case of submission and 
obedience to the leadings of God’s Holy 
Spirit in the case of the holiest saint upon 
earth; how poor, how short of what Не 
desires it to be; how full of defect; ever 
something to mar its purity, some failure of 
will, or spirit, or object. Take any man you 
like,. —a man who strives, and prays, and 
labours to do the will of God with all his 
heart, and see how nothing is done without 
an effort. What restraint and self-denial 
are required at times to do what is right; 
and in the act of doing as well as he can, 
what a struggle to bring his thoughts into 
obedience to his better principles; and some- 
times how do they break away beyond his 
control. Look at that man praying in his 
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retirement ; listen to his groans over the 
conflict with sin, his humble confession of his 
many departures from God, his repeated acts 
of disobedience in thought, and word, and 
feeling, and mind. Look at him again under 
the cross God lays upon him; how does he 
carry it? Cheerfully, with all his heart? 
ог is he dragging it with downcast look, 
wearily and unwillingly? Follow him as 
he toils along the path of duty; does he 
always count it a high privilege, as he ought? | 
His steps, how slow ; his interest in the work, 
how cold; his joy, how little; his service, 
how perfunctory. See him, again, under 
some dark, mysterious providence; some- 
thing which overwhelms him, and which 
utterly baffles him to understand : then, how 
he judges God’s wisdom ; how he questions 
the justice of God's dealings. Again, go 
with him in what he really undertakes for 
God ; how soon he tires ; how little able he 
18 to carry on to the end what he has nghtly 
begun. What sadly mixed motives ; how 
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little singleness of eye; what wavering of 
purpose. And if he does really carry out to 
the end successfully any purpose, then what 
pride comes in, what self-complacency, what 
forgetfulness of God, what independence, to 
mar and spoil all. In fact, when do we sce 
trial endured or labour undertaken really in 
the love of God, and ended in His praise ? 
Now these, and such-like things, show how 
the corruptions of the flesh are ever hinder- 
ing the work of the Holy Spirit in a man’s 
heart, and how vain it is to look for occasions 
of praise within. My dear brethren, you 
will never sing if you are looking at what 
goes on in you, instead of at what Christ has 
done for you. You must look at Christ, and 
then there is ground to sing. Indeed the 
Holy Spirit does not teach a man to look 
within for peace and joy, but to Christ. 
What is said of the work of the Holy Spirit 
in John xvi. 13? He shall not speak of 
Himself; meaning, He would punctually 
adhere to the instructions given Him. What 
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were those instructions? Why, to “take of 
the things of Christ, and show them unto . 
us.” He speaks not of His own work in the 
heart, real as that work may be, but of 
Christ’s work upon the Cross; and in keep- 
ing the heart on Christ, He gives the most 
perfect proof of His teaching, and indwelling, 
and power, and so furnishes songs of praise 
for the “ excellent things” Christ has done. 
Does not this explain to us what other- 
wise 18 а passage of some little difficulty, in 


Matt. xxv. 34, and following verses? 1 


mean the answer of the righteous,— Lord, 
when saw we Thee an hungered, and fed 
Thee? or thirsty, and gave Thee drink? 
When saw we Thee a stranger, and took 
Thee in? or naked, and clothed Thee? Or 
when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, and 


came unto Thee?” They had been во taken 


up with Christ, and His love to them, that 
their right walking followed as а matter of 
course. It was not themselves, or their right 


conduct, that occupied their thoughts, but 
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Christ. So it is with love now. To take а 
simple illustration : a loving wife and tender 
mother, who has her heart full of her hus- 
band and children, and who is ever arranging 
for their comfort and happiness, does not go 
about saying to herself, What a good wife 
and what a good mother І am; what pains 
I take to make my husband and children 
comfortable.” She only thinks rather, What 
a dear husband and what sweet children І 
have. She dwells on those who are so dear, 
and her loving service follows, as that in 
which she delights; and she sings, not be- 
cause of what she is, but because of what 
they are to her, and the way in which they 
fill her heart with joy. And so with the 
Holy Spirit. He fills the heart of the be- 
liever with the idea of the glory of Christ,— 
His truth, His fulness, His grace, His un- 
searchable riches, the dignity of His person, 
the perfection of His work. The Holy Spirit 
enables the child of God to appropriate 
Christ in all these aspects as his own, and 
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thus draws out love to the Lord Jesus by 
setting forth the amazing honour and bless- 
edness of being one with such a Saviour. 
This is the way of the Holy Spirit’s teaching. 
He ever dwells on the excellency and the 
work of Christ ; and in proportion as a man 
is taught of the Holy Spirit, will his heart be 
fixed on Christ, and so be filled with praise. 
And this refers to all the work of Christ ; 
keep your eye on Him, and it is a matter of 
praise that “He worketh in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure.” But look. 
at the progress of His work; see how it is 
marred, and defiled, and hindered by your 
faults, and you must be sad, there will be 
no song of praise. I dwell much upon this 
point, my dear brethren, because so many 
are cast down from this very cause. They 
do not keep the work of Christ for them 
distinct from His work ın them; and His 
work in them, again, distinct from the spoil- 
ings of the flesh. You hear people continu- 
ally mourning that they do not get on, that 
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they do not grow, that there is not so much 
conformity in them to Christ as they desire. 
Dear brethren, be assured this will never 
help you. It is right, indeed, to recognise 
and confess our sins before God, but to keep 
on continually groaning and mourning over 
ourselves is not following the directions of 
the Word of God. Give up looking in, and 
look out, look up, according to the direction 
of the Lord. Look unto Me,” saith Christ, 
“and be ye saved.” Look unto Christ, and 
be ye happy. Look to what Christ has done, 
and you will have peace. Cease from self ; 
cease from mixing up what is going on within 
you, with that which Christ has done for 
you. If you would sing, you must sing of 
Christ, and of the “excellent things” that 
He has done. 

Be assured there is very much of impor- 
tant truth in connexion with this experience 
of the Christian life, my brethren. You 
will get no good by mourning over уош- 
selves. If you see that you have made a 
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mistake in thus dwelling so constantly on 
what you are, then at once be decided, and 
turn your thoughts to what Christ 18. 
There is the ground of praise; there is the 
thought that will make you sing; and until 
your heart is steadily fixed on Him, and 

you are able to look on Him as the Saviour, 
and you yourself in yourself utterly lost, and 
therefore wholly, and totally, and in every 
respect needing to be saved, you will never 
be happy. And I may add, moreover, that 
until you do this. you will never give Christ 
the honour due to His name. The secret 
wish of a man that is always looking into 
himself is to see something on which he can 
congratulate himself, something that will 
give him some feeling of self-complacency. 
That man must be rooted up from the 
foundation of self; he must be moved off the 
foundation of sand, and planted only upon 
‘the rock—upon the “excellent things” 
which Christ hath done for man, and by 
which man is saved. 
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For instance, the everlasting covenant 
with the Father, in which all the Church 
are included, that is a “covenant ordered in 
all things and sure,” because made between 
the Father and the Son, in which believers, 
as I have said, are indeed included, but only 
as recipients of God’s everlasting love. 
Then take His one sacrifice for sin for ever, 
complete, finished ; take again His everlast- 
ing righteousness, His pardon of sin, justifi- 
cation by grace, everlasting glory. Now all 
these rest in Christ alone. They are indeed 
conferred upon believers ; they are things in 
which believers can rejoice ; they may call 
them theirs, but it is only as they have 
made Christ theirs. It is not from anything 
in themselves that they are able to lay hold 
of these things, but simply by what Christ 
is to them, as declared in the written Word, 
and which they have received by faith. 
And this is not all; but the successful steps 
of life, and the favouring circumstances that 
attend them, are equally due to Christ, and · 
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are equally among the “excellent things’ 
which He has done for us. But it requires 
strong faith to believe this always, especially 
as some of these circumstances in life are 
very mysterious, and we feel such difficulty - 
about them ; and then we begin to distrust 
God. Look at the Israelites; they had 
scarcely sung the song of triumph, and 
advanced a little way into the wilderness, 
and were called to trust God for bread and 
water, when they murmured, and said, 
“Because there were no graves in Egypt, 
hast thou taken us away to die in the 
wilderness ?” (Exod. xiv.11.) So is it in all 
ages of the world with the people of God ; 
they are soon induced to distrust God when 
they find themselves in a little perplexity. 
Hear David: “I shall now perish one day 
by the hand of Saul.” (1 Sam. xxvii. 1.) 
But did he? Nay. Saul fell on Mount 
Gilboa, and David sat on the throne of 
Israel. See Elijah, flying for his life from 
Jezebel, requesting that he might die. 
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(1 Kings xix.’ 4.) But did he? Мау. 
Jezebel perished, and Elijah was taken up to 
heaven in a chariot of fire. Oh! how wonder- 
ful are the ways of God, and how dishonour- 
ing were these thoughts in these two great 
and good men under the pressure of circum- 
stances! And why was it? Because they 
were looking at self instead of God, and 
therefore they said, Now Saul will kill me; 
now Jezebel will kill me. “They forgat 
God their Saviour.“ Oh! let us learn from 
these things, my dear brethren, how much 
we are apt to be turned aside from the path 
of simple trust in God by the force of 
circumstances! It is so with us all at times. 
Unbelief leads us to doubt that the Lord 
will do “excellent things” for us. For 
instance, we are brought into some difficulty, 
and then unbelief leads us to interpret the 
power and the love of God by the difficulty, 
instead of interpreting the difficulty by 
the power and love of God. In the one 
case we dishonour Him, and our heart is sad; 
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in the other we glorify Him, and can sing 


songs of praise. Now these acts of unbelief 


are very sad for the children of God; they 


hinder aud disturb their peace; though, 
blessed be God, they do not compromise 
their safety. What a blessed text is that, 
(2 Tim. ii. 13,) “If че believe not, yet He 
abideth faithful ; He cannot deny Himself ;” 
and “His sheep shall never perish.” But 
though they cannot lose salvation, believers 
may lose the conscious enjoyment of it. 
Just as when a cloud comes between us and 
the sun, it robs us, for the time, of the 
enjoyment of his beams ; he still shines, but 
we cannot enjoy it; so it is when our hearts 
are taken up with our troubles, and sorrows, 
and difficulties, and we forget the “excellent 
things” the Lord is ever doing and will do 
for us. It is we that cause the cloud; it is 
we that make the darkness; it is the unbe- 
lief that comes in between God and us; and 
we look at these instead of at God; and we 
are troubled on account of things which we 


* 
4. 
a 
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might smile at if our hearts were fixed on 
the Lord. Oh, beloved brethren, it is not 
more true that Jesus has shed His precious 
blood for our sins, than that He has under- 
taken to do “excellent things ” for us in all 
our circumstances. Yes, peace of conscience 
is not more the privilege of the believer 
through the blood of Christ than rest of 
mind through God's power. But these 
things are very distinct. Many a believer 
has peace of conscience who is much troubled 
in mind. The fact is, they trust the Blood 
for the peace of conscience, but they are not 
able to rest so calmly on the Divine love in 
their life, and so are sad. But be assured, 
redemption and salvation include both final 
glory and every step which conducts to it. 
It is, as you see, keeping the mind fastened 
upon the Blood which Christ has shed, and 
upon the excellent Lord and Saviour that 
He is, that will alone enable you to sing. 
Take your eye from Him, and there is no 


more singing for you; there will be groan- 
ИЕ L 
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ings, tears, sighings, mournings, and let me 
add, no deliverance. You will never sigh 


and groan your troubles away; you will 


deepen them; you will sadden your hearts, 
but you will never get rid of them. It is 
by looking at the great burden-bearer, He 
who not only bore our sins, but of whom it 
is graciously said, “Himself bare our sick- 
nesses;” it is there we have relief, because 
we find everything we need in Him. And 
be assured the way in which the cross, which 
God sees fit we should bear, presses upon us, 
will ever be in proportion to the way in 
which we take the strength of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Yes; when our hearts are 
looking to Him we shall be like those Israel- 
ites that carried the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-edom into the city of Zion— 
we shall go upon our way with rejoicing. 
But if our eye be not single, we shall be like 
those milch kine that dragged the same ark 
from the country of the Philistines to 
Bethshemesh ; they “went along the high- 
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way lowing as they went,” because their 
calves were “shut up at home,” (1 Sam. 
vi. 8, &c., and 2 Sam. vi. 12, &c.) So it is 
the children of God often carry their cross, 
going along the road “lowing,” because their 
hearts are behind them; whereas, if their 
hearts were looking to the Lord, they might 
have carried the same cross with songs of 
rejoicing. Do bear these things in mind, 
beloved brethren. This is the only way to 
sing. That heart can never sing that is 
conscious of a want of integrity, conscious 
that Christ is not all. We must make Him 
all, for He is all; and those that belong to 
Him will be constrained to make Him all. 
We make the discipline sharper by our rebel- 
lion and obstinacy. The Holy Spirit’s work 
is to “take of the things of Christ and show 
them unto us.” It is upon Christ we must 
dwell, that we may have a clear conception 
of the wonderful things that He has done, 
and done for us personally and individually. 

Now let me say to you, brethren, pray for 


aati 4 N. 
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grace to keep these things ever before you. 
As stated in the Word of God, they are 
divinely true, although you may fail to 
realise them. There may be very much 
against the experience of them in your own 


hearts, but there is nothing against them as 


the truth of God. God hath stated them, 
God hath promised them, and “He is faithful 
that hath promised.” 

The “excellent things” Christ has done 
in redemption are an abundant earnest of 
all other things. “He that spared not His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him also freely give 


us all things.” He Who satisfied the claims 


of God, He Who has made an end of sin, and 


“destroyed him that had the power of death 


—that is, the devil”—shall never lack power 
to overrule all things for good, and bring 
His people safe to glory. 

When God brought Israel out of Egypt, | 
it was surely not to let them Ше in the. 
wilderness. Surely they should have trusted 
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that power and love which delivered them 
from the anguish of their task-masters, and 
made a way for them through the sea. But 
no ;—this is just the difficulty—to trust God 
where we cannot see Him. Man finds it much 
easier to trust an arm of flesh, yea, to trust 
himself, than to trust God. When a man has 
set out to walk with God, how ready he is to 
murmur at the very first trial. There is 
nothing in which a believer fails more than in 
а thankful, praising spirit. You often find a 
believing man, but a praising man is rare. 
Do we not find this, beloved brethren, in 
our own experience? Ten thousand mercies 
are forgotten in the face of one trifling priva- 
tion. Christ has done “excellent things” 
for His people ; forgiven all their sins, made 
them “heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ ;” and, in addition, their path is 
strewed with countless mercies. That is the 
case with many and many of you. But let 
“a cloud as big as a man’s hand” only rise 
up on their horizon, the past is all forgotten. 
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And yet how does God shame us again and 
again by causing that very cloud, which 
made us distrust Him, to “burst with 
blessings on our head.” How often have we 
seen that; how often have we realised that. 
And yet, to our shame, there is the same 
distrust of God repeated, the moment that 
our path is darkened or our will crossed. Oh 
let us strive to learn of Him who has done 
such “excellent things” for us, and has left 
us an example that we should follow His 
steps. Look at Him as He passed through 
this weary wilderness world. Did He 
murmur? Was He discontented with His 
circumstances of trial and privation? Did 
He doubt or distrust God? No. He found 
all in God; God was the portion of His 
inheritance, and of His cup. And what was 
the result? His cup ran over. So shall it 
be with you. In proportion to the simpli- 
city with which your hearts’ affections are 
set upon the Lord Jesus; in proportion to 
the reality with which you can trust Him 
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in the midst of difficult circumstances; in 
proportion to the reality with which you 
can look from the circumstances to Him 
who overrules them all, will be your blessed 
portion—‘“a cup that runneth over,” “a table 
spread even in the presence of your enemies.” 
Yes, that is the way to praise and sing. 
And then you will find, my dear brethren, 
that it is true of you personally, as God said 
of His vineyard, “What more could have 
been done that I have not done?” and this 
will be your testimony at the last, “Great 
and marvellous are Thy works, Lord God 
Almighty ; just and true are Thy ways, 
Thou King of saints;” (Rev. xv. 3,) 
coupled with that grand song which all 
the redeemed shall sing, Unto Him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and His Father; to Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever.” 

Let us then, brethren, take pains to rest 
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all upon Christ, as Christ rested all upon 
His Father; and then we shall be able 
indeed to “sing unto the Lord for the 
excellent things He hath done for us.” 


LECTURE VI. 


The Belieber's “Pome and 
Company.” 


For ever to behold Him shine, 
For evermore to call Him mine, 
And see Him still before me; 

For ever on His face to gaze 

And meet His full assembled rays, 
While all the Father He displays 
To all the saints in glory ! 


Not all things else are half so dear 
As His delightful presence here— 
What must it be in Heaven ! 

Tis heaven on earth to hear Him say 
As now I journey day by day, 

“Poor sinner, cast thy fears away, 
Thy sins are all forgiven.” 


But how must His celestial voice 
Make my enraptured heart rejoice 
When I in glory hear him! 

While I before the heavenly gate 
For everlasting entrance wait, 
And Jesus on His throne of state, 
Invites me to come near Him. 


“Come in, thou blessed, sit by Me, 
With My own life I ransom’d thee, 
Come, taste my perfect favour : 
Come in, thou happy spirit, come: 
Thou now shalt dwell with Me at home; 
Ye blissful mansions make him room, 
For he must stay for ever.” 


LECTURE VI. 
THE BELIEVER’S “HOME AND COMPANY.” 


“ Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great 
is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.” — 
ІБАТАН xii. 6. 


WE now come to the last part of our subject, 
namely, “The Home and the Company” of 
the believer. These are the two governing 
ideas of the verse. The Home is “Zion;” 
the “Company ” is “the Holy One of Israel.” 
It should be a blessed thought for you, my 
brethren, tossed about on “ ће waves of this 
troublesome world,” that you have a home, 
and still more, that the company in that 
home is so inexpressibly glorious. The 
verse brings before us the end of the 
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believer's pilgrimage, the consummation of 
all his hopes; the wilderness safely passed, 
the conflict ended, the victory won, the 
believer entered into rest. This is, indeed, 
a most joyous hymn ; beginning with God's 
love in reconciliation, and ending with the 
believer's presence in Zion. It traces all the 
steps of God’s dealings with a sinner till he 
is landed “all glorious” “in the king’s 
palace,” (Ps. xlv. 15) an inhabitant of 
“the joyous city ;” and it is all the work of 
God’s grace! “Himself hath done it!” 
And what a contrast with our present lot ; 
the wear and tear of daily life; the strife 
incessant between flesh and spirit. The 
text shows us, as it were, that grand scene 
depicted in Revelation ххі., where we read, 
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and He will dwell with them, and they shall 
be His people, and God Himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither 
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sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain; for the former things are 
passed away.” This is a most blessed pros- 
pect ; and it is the prospect, the hope, the 
promise, which pervades the Word of God 
from Genesis to Revelation—that God and 
man shall come together again, and shall 
walk together in more than Eden-bliss and 
security. And it is a happy thing for the 
children of God, in the midst of all their 


- sorrows and hindrances, to remember that 


believers, through free grace, are on their 
way to this heavenly and glorious home, 
where they shall no longer see through a 
glass darkly, but face to face; where they 
shall no longer know in part, but even as 
they are known; where all shall be bright, 
and all shall be precious; where “the glass 
shall be all gold, and the gold shall be all 
glass; where they shall live in the sunshine 
of His face, who is the beginning and the 
end of all the ways of God, whether in 
creation, or providence, or redemption ; 


17 
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where they shall be with Christ, and like 
Christ ; and when they shall attain to that 
state which they never can attain to wholly 
here, namely, that they shall be satisfied 
for ever. 

І have said the believers “home” is 
“Zion.” If we understand this chapter as 
referring exclusively to the Jews, then Zion 
means the literal Zion, or Jerusalem ; “the 
city of God,” as it is called, (Psalm xlvi. 4,) 
or “the city of the Great King,” as our Lord 
calls it, (Matt. v. 35,) where the throne 
of David shall be established for ever. 
(Luke i. 32, 33.) But if we understand by 
Zion the Church of Christ at large, then it is 
“the holy city, new Jerusalem,” which John 
saw “coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” 
(Rev. xxi. 2.) And addressing, as I do, 
Gentile believers, І may say, this is your 
home—the holy city, new Jerusalem. This 
is where your best affections will be satis- 
fied ; where you will be with the heavenly 
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Bridegroom ; where you will meet all those 
who are dear to you, who have either 
“departed hence in the Lord,” or who yet 
shall be brought to know Him. This is 
where you will walk together in white, in 
peace, beside the still waters; the din of 
this life all hushed ; the tears of discipline 
all shed and wiped away; the lessons of 
eternity all learnt, the schooling all over, and 
the everlasting holiday begun. “Happy is 
the people that is in such a case; yea, happy 
is that people whose God is the Lord.” 

Now with respect to this “home,” this 
Zion, the Word of God furnishes two ideas ; 
first, personal; secondly, general. Let us 
look at them both. 

1. The personal idea. This is expressed 
by the term “inhabitant.” “Cry out and 
shout, thou inhabitant of Zion.” The 
believer is here called an inhabitant of Zion 
in the sense in which Peter (1 Pet. v. 1) 
speaks of himself as “a partaker of the 
glory that shall be revealed ;” meaning that 
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his faith in God and His Word was so 
simple and unshaken that he regarded the 
promise as certain; that it was not more 
certain that God had spoken than that He 
would do as He had said. And so we read 
of the Church, and of believers that com- 
pose that Church, (Heb. хі. 22,) “Ye are 
come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to an innumerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly and Church of the first- 
born, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of 
just men made perfect.” We must under- 
stand that in the sense which I have already 
alluded to; for these Hebrews, to whom 
Paul was writing, were then contending 
with the world ; they were then in the midst 
of fiery trial, undergoing their discipline. 
But yet Paul had that confidence in the 
truth of God, that he could address them as 
persons who had already entered into the 
heavenly Jerusalem. 
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Now, my brethren, we must bear in mind 
that each “inhabitant of Zion,” each believer, 
owes his portion in the heavenly Jerusalem 
to the blood of the Lamb. This is the foun- 
dation of our connexion with God, and the 
only foundation of an indissoluble connexion 
one with another. However close may be 
the tie which binds hearts together here— 
persons may be united so closely as, in the 
language of Scripture, to be made “one 
flesh” in the mystical tie of marriage; yet 
that tie will surely be dissolved unless there 
be the indissoluble tie of the blood of the 
Lamb. Oh, you who are husbands and wives, 
who are often comforting yourselves in the 
troubles of this life by the hope of living 
together hereafter, have you made sure of 
that only bond of indissoluble union— 
mutual love to the Lord Jesus? No other 
tie will. stand the trial of death; all other 
bonds will be severed ; they will be snapped 
like so much burnt tow. We must remem- 


ber it is to Christ that we owe this blessed 
M 
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prospect of the text. The way in which 
persons are very often in the habit of look- 
ing upon marriage here is not at all that 
which our Lord gives us in His own Word. 
“Tn heaven they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the angels of 
God” The strong tie that binds hearts, 
then, is mutual love to the Lord Jesus ; the 
same that makes believers one with Him 
here. Let me entreat you not to forget this. 
It is as those that are washed in that Blood 
that we are one with Christ, and with one 
another. Apart from the perfect Atone- | 
ment of Christ there could be no fellowship 
with God, nor with those who are spoken of . 
as “the general assembly and Church of the 
first-born.” Е 5 7 | 
Still it is our privilege to bear in mind 
that it is to a risen, living Christ in heaven 
that believers are gathered by the Holy 
Chost. Observe how this 18 expressed, 
. (Eph. i. 10.) It pleased God “ that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times He 
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might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth; even in Him: in whom also 
we have obtained an inheritance, being pre- 
destinated according to the purpose of Him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of 
His own will: that we should be to the 
praise of His glory.” It is with a living 
Head believers are united ; it is to “a living 
stone,” “chosen of God and precious,” that 
they have come. Christ is the believer’s 
centre, He having made peace by His blood ; 
the believer having found peace through His 
blood. Believers own Christ as the grand 
gathering point, and the connecting link, It 
has been the same always; it is the same now 
іп our meetings for worship. Where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” And if 
Christ be the gathering point, we must bear 
in mind that the Holy Ghost is the one 
gatherer. Whatever means God may use, 
the Holy Ghost is the great power, and 
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Christ is the only object to which believers 
are gathered. And those thus gathered are 
to be marked by holiness, “As He which 
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation,” so that the Holy 
One may dwell among you; or as the text. 
has it, “Great is the Holy One of Israel in 
the midst of thee.” Remember, the Holy 
Ghost gathers only to Christ. He does not 
gather men in an indissoluble bond. to a 
system, nor to а doctrine, nor to an ordi- 
nance, nor to a mere name, but to a person, 
and that person a glorified Christ in heaven. 
This stamps a peculiar character on God’s 
people, as “inhabitants of Zion.” Men may 
associate themselves on any ground, and 
round any centre; but when the Holy Ghost 
gathers men together, it is on the ground of 
Christ's finished work of redemption, and 
around Christ's person, in order to make 
them collectively a dwelling-place for God. 
Now, my brethren, in contemplating the 
blessed prospect of being an “inhabitant of 
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Zion,” have you really and truly come to 
this point, that you are gathered to Christ, 
that your real affections are centred on Him; 
that you are not merely looking to the end, 
and forgetting Him through whom alone you 
can attain that end? Nothing can be more 
cheering when a person is overwhelmed with 
sorrow than to be able, so to speak, to spread 
the wings of the mind, fly away, and be at 
rest. But to spread the wings of the mind 
and fly off in imagination to rest, is a widely 
different thing from remembering that Christ 
is the only Way to Rest. 

Many persons in spirit would reach Zion 
who forget the living Saviour, through 
whom alone they can get there. Do not you 
delude yourself by thinking of heaven apart 
from Christ; by thinking of an indissoluble 
union apart from the blood of Christ. That 
is the only cement of hearts that is inde- 
structible ; all others must be shivered. 

J have said that the Holy Ghost gathers 
souls round the person of the Lord Jesus in 
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order to make them collectively a dwelling- 
place for God ; and this introduces the other 
idea of Zion. | | 

2. The general. Thus believers are said 
to be “builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit.” Singly they 
are said to be “temples of God,” and col- 
lectively also. (1 Cor. iii. 16, 17.) It was 
on this ground that a good man said when 
he was dying, “I shall change my place, 
but not my company.“ Happy man! a 
man who had dwelt in Christ here—a man 
in whom Christ had dwelt; and when he 
joined “the general assembly and Church 
of the first born,” God would dwell ae 


them still. 


Now the Church of Christ, which is the 
idea here, (I am not speaking of the 
“visible” Church of Christ, or I should take 
the definition of our 19th Article; but I 
am speaking of the invisible Church of 
Christ,) І judge to be the whole multitude 
of believing people who were chosen in. 
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Christ by the Father before the foundation 
of the world, who were consequently re- 
deemed and called by the Spirit of God 


working in them in due season, and making 


them acquainted with the saving blood of 
Christ ; the Church which Christ loved, and 
gave Himself for, “that He might sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word, that He might present it to Him- 
self a glorious Church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it 
should be holy and without blemish.” This 
Church belongs to God: He calls it “my 
house.” 

The foundation of this house is Jesus 
Christ, as we read, (Isa. xxviii. 16.) 


The materials of this house are believers, 


“ lively stones, as Peter calls them. 

The Builder of this house is the Holy 
Ghost, who makes them an habitation of 
God. | 
The instruments which the Holy Ghost 
uses to build this house are apostles, pro- 
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phets, ministers, evangelists, pastors, teachers ; 
and the whole building is “an habitation 
of God.” Е 
It is a living house, for the foundation is 
a “living stone,” and the materials are living 
stones. You cannot engraft life into death ; 
you cannot engraft a dead soul upon a living 
foundation. They are all living, and living 
with the same life that the Foundation 


Stone has—the life of Christ. Hence they 


are said to “grow together into an holy 
temple in the Lord.” (Eph. ii. 21.) 

It is a strong house, and this for your 
consolation ; for “the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it;” and when the floods 
come and the winds blow, this house shall 
stand, for it is founded upon a rock. ae 
xvi. 18, and vii. 25.) 

It is a glorious house; not only because 
it is without spot or wrinkle, but it is glo- 
rious with “the garments of salvation and 
the robe of righteousness” (Isa. Іхі. 10) which 
the Builder has put upon it. And it is not 
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merely an external decoration, but “the King’s 
daughter —a name for this house —“ is all 
glorious within,” (Ps. xlv. 13,) decorated by 
the Holy Spirit of God. That heart, once 
the abode of every unclean thing, is now ` 
swept, and garnished, and adorned with the 
graces of the Spirit. Instead of seeing upon 
the walls of that heart, as Ezekiel saw, (Ezek. 
viii. passim,) every abominable creeping thing 
that was unclean and dishonouring to God, 
now you will find thoughts that honour the 
Lord. There you will see texts of Scripture; 
passages of the secret dealings of God with 
His people; memorials of the intercourse 
which the living God has had with the living 
soul, And so, being decorated by the Holy 
Ghost, the King’s daughter becomes all glo- 
rious within. 

Now, brethren, Christ is the owner “ii this 
Church; He calls it “my Church.” And 
we read, (Heb. iii. 5,) Moses verily was 
faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a 
testimony of those things which were to be 
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spoken after; but Christ as a son over His 
own house, whose house are we.“ It is His 
by inheritance, for He is heir of all things; 
it is His also by the gift of the Father, for 
God the Father gave Him the Church, and 
it was for that Church He shed His blood. 
The extent of this Church we have in the 
second Psalm,—the very “uttermost parts of 
the earth for His possession.” It is His also 
by purchase. As has been quaintly said, 
“When He would take possession of this 
house, He finds that it is mortgaged, and 
that a great debt lies upon it, which He 
must pay to the uttermost farthing, if ever 
He intend to have it. He must purchase 
this house, and pay a great price for it. 
And what is the price? what is required of 
Him? No less than His dearest. blood. 
Yea, He must make His soul an offering for 
sin, and charge Himself with the whole debt: 
all the curse and punishment which this 
house had in part actually contracted upon 
itself, and. wholly deserved. He must put 
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His shoulder under the burden, and His 
back to the stripes prepared for it! A hard 
task! But Jesus Christ being heir, the right. 
of redemption belonged unto Him. It was 
not for His honour that it should be un- 
redeemed. Full well He knew that if He 
did it not, the whole creation was too beg- 
garly to make this purchase and 
so, through the Eternal Spirit, He offered 
Himself up to God for a ransom. He likes 
the house, and will have it to dwell in, 
whatever it cost Him. ‘ Here,’ saith He, 
‘shall be my habitation and my dwelling 
for ever.’ ” * | | 
We may add also that it is His by con- 
quest ; for He bound “the strong man” that 
had usurped possession of it, and thus spoiled 
his goods. Yea, “through death He de- 
stroyed him that had the power of death,— 
that is, the devil.” All the darkness, and 
sin, and unbelief that had filled this house 
He sweeps and scatters away; and so, 


* Owen, vol. xv. p. 399. 
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“having spoiled principalities and powers, 
He made a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them in His cross.” 

And more than this,—Christ is the watch- 
man and the keeper of His Church. He 
says, “I the Lord do keep it; I will water 
it every moment, lest any hurt it; I will 
keep it night and day.” (Isa. xxvii. 3.) And 
this watchman “never slumbereth nor 
sleepeth.” He watches the Church for two 
reasons: first, to see what it wants, in order 
that He may supply that want; and secondly, 
to keep it, lest any should come nigh it to 
hurt it. Oh, my brethren, should you not 
rejoice, you who are inhabitants of this Zion, 
that you are so kept and so cared for, that 
there is everything provided which is needed 
to carry you through successfully to the end, 
and that He who is the owner, as well as the 
blessed inhabitant of this Zion, is your God, 
your Saviour, your Friend, your Brother? 
Christ dwells in His Church. We read, (Ps. 
схххіі. 13, 14,).“The Lord hath chosen Zion; 
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He hath desired it for His habitation. This 
із my rest for ever; here will I dwell ; for I 
have desired it.” Не dwells in His Church 
by His Spirit: See that ye grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God.” He dwells in His 
Church by the graces of His Spirit. For 
instance, He dwells in the believer's heart 
by faith; He dwells in the believer's heart 
by His Word richly in all wisdom. (Eph. iii. 
17, and Col. iii. 16.) Indeed, all the grace 
which the Church partakes of she receives 
out of His fulness. And the ordinances of 
the Church—such, at least, as He has ap- 
pointed—are channels by which He comes 
to dwell in her. 

Here, then, my dear brethren, is a very 
important consideration for all of you. You 
can’t afford to neglect either the personal or 
the general idea of this Church. You must 
personally be an inhabitant of Zion; and 
you must be able by faith to associate your- 
self with “the general assembly and Church 
of the first-born, which are written in heaven.” 
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You can’t afford to be careless and indiffe- 
rent to your own course of conduct; nor 
can you afford to think coldly or indifferently 
of the Church of Christ at large. You are 
all bound up in the bundle of life together ; 
the life of one ought to be a matter of con- 
cern to all. 

You see the house of God, then, my 
brethren, that He hath prepared for them 
that love Him; you see the company that 
will be in it—saints redeemed by the same 
precious blood as yourselves, and rendered 
glorious by the presence of the Holy One of 
Israel-—Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

And I ought to ask you, and you ought 
to ask yourselves, earnestly, Who amongst 
this congregation shall be there? who will 
be an inhabitant of this Zion? Not the 
worldly, the careless, the indifferent, the 
formal; not those who are content with the 
form of godliness, and think nothing of the 
power; not those that give to God a kind 
of Lenten service, in order to salve their 


THE BELIEVER’S HOME AND COMPANY. 191 


consciences for worldliness all the year be- 
sides; not those of a border life—sometimes 
found on one side of the line, and sometimes 
on the other, and always upon the very 
edge; not those that have not set their faces 
Zionward, earnestly, diligently, as in the 
sight of God ;—not this class of persons shall 
be there; but those that have given them- 
selves to the Lord; those that strive day by 
day in prayerful earnestness to identify 
themselves with Christ; who accustom them- 
selves to think, “ Will this adorn the doctrine 
of God my Saviour?” who are not asking, 
„Where's the harm of this?” but who take 
the other side, and ask, “How can I do 6001? 
will this do me good? will this honour my 
Lord? will this let my light so shine that 
others may see it, and glorify God for what 
He has done in me?” Is it true that you 
have the spirit of a servant, delighting to 
do what God tells you to do, and hiding 
yourself, that your Master’s honour and 
glory may appear? АП these questions, my 
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brethren, so simple and so intelligible, will 
produce very important answers if you allow 
your consciences and your hearts to speak. 
And you ought habitually to deal with your 
heart and conscience. You ought habitually 
to be endeavouring to ascertain what is the 
state of things within you. For, remember | 
the great day of trial may be nearer than 
you expect, when it will make all the differ- 
ence whether it shall turn out that you were 
by faith an inhabitant of Zion, or merely 
zone that bore the name—a name to live 
before men, while you were really dead 
before God. 

Consider what glorious company is in 
store for believers: not only “the spirits of 
just men made perfect,” but God Himself. 
How ought you to ask yourselves—“ Am 1 
fit for such company?” and if conscience, 
_ spiritually taught, answers In myself І 
am utterly unfit,” —then the question is, 
Am I using God's remedy—the gospel of 
Christ? That tells me that by faith in 
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Jesus Christ I have a title to heaven in His 
righteousness—but that my fitness must be 
imwrought by the Holy Ghost :—and am I 
yielding myself to the motions and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit in order that I may be 
made ‘meet to partake the inheritance of 
the saints in light?’ Are my tastes cast іп 
the mould of Christ’s? do I savour the 
things that be of God? do I love holiness, 
however far I may fall short of it ? yet does 
my soul thirst for it? Do I strive by 
prayer and self-denial and crucifixion of the 
flesh to perfect holiness in the fear of God! 
Do I really desire conformity to the image 
of the Son of God? Have I so drunk into 
the mind and spirit of Christ that I could 
really enjoy His company now? Do І court 
His visits? Do I really strive against what 
may grieve His Spirit and drive Him away, 
and so deprive myself of His company? 
We must remember this discipline is all 
brought out here. Attainments in holiness 
and likeness to Christ are all produced here, 
N 
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in order that they may be exercised there: 
and I think the Word of God leaves us in 
no doubt that the measure of our conformity 
to Christ here will be the measure of our 
joy in heaven. 

And is there not another lesson ?—that if 
Christ dwell in us here by faith, we should 
not go where He would not go; and that we 
should not go where we cannot carry Him ? 
and, further, that if we take Him with us 
we should not be ashamed to introduce Him 
by name, and speak of Him and declare His 
excellency? We should not think it right 
to take a friend into company, and then 
turn our back upon him, and he ashamed of 
his name or character; but if we loved him 
we should be glad that others should know 
him and love him; and we should hesitate 
to take him where he would be dishonoured. 

All these thoughts are full of instruction, 
and teach us the value of consistency in our 


daily walk as an index of our meetness for 


the house and company of Zion.“ 
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Now let me speak a word for your en- 
couragement. What an honour, what a 
glory, to be an “inhabitant of Zion.” And 
when we think of who these inhabitants are— 
men once sinners, like you and me—we may 
judge of the work which must be done upon 
them to fit them for such a home. But it 
is all done by Him who dwells among them; 
who knows what is necessary ; and has pro- 
vided everything required for that end ;— 
blood which can cleanse the most guilty ; 
righteousness which can clothe the most 
unholy—everlasting righteousness; right- 
eousness that will stand the scrutiny of 
God; blood that can make persons so white 
and fair that even God himself will see no 
spot—they shall be without spot or wrinkle. 
Therefore we see the encouragement that 
there is for every one of us, whatever we 
may be, to look to the Lord Jesus, because 
He has this power, and has put before us in 
His Word these remedies. Well, then, may 
God be called “great,” for it is God who is 
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this “Holy One” in Zion, and who, by His 
power, fits the inhabitants to dwell there. 

If you look at Psalm xv., you will see the 
character of him who shall abide in God’s 
holy hill. The psalm is typical of the hea- 
venly Jerusalem, the true tabernacle, and the 
eternal Priest ; and we may take the psalm as 
representing the work and character of Christ, 
Who should dwell in the heavenly mount, 
and exercise His unchangeable priesthood in 
the temple, not made with hands. And since 
the disciples of this new and great High 
Priest become by faith righteous in Him, and 
are by the Holy Spirit conformed to His 
image, the character which essentially belongs 
only to Him will derivatively belong to 
them also, who must follow His footsteps 
below if they would dwell with Him above. 
And although we shall ever owe our title to 
Zion to His righteousness, accounted to us 
by faith, yet He has “left us an example 
that we should follow His steps,” and thus 
attain, by the power of the Holy Spirit, our 
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meetness. And, brethren, if you ever come 
to be an actual, visible inhabitant of Zion, 
what will have been done in you? Your 
will will have been made to run in exact 
conformity to the will of God; not merely 
yielding to, or satisfied with, His will, but 
rejoicing and glorying іп it; seeing it to be 
the perfection of holiness, and justice, and 
grace, and love ; so that there will not merely 
be the “ Amen” of submission, but the “ Al- 
leluiah of praise for all that God has done. 
Your mind and intellect will have been en- 
larged to a capacity to take in and admire 
all God’s works—especially the work He has 
done for you in the gift of Christ, His life, 
His death, His resurrection, His ascension ; 
His blood shed for you; His one sacrifice 
for sins for ever ;—the whole work of redemp- 
tion will be a source of endless admiration 
and praise. And then the work also of the 
Holy Ghost in you—sanctifying you and all 
the elect people of God. Then you will 
know what defilements He has cleansed 
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away; what sins He has pardoned; what 
self-will He has overcome; what pride He 
has subdued; what humility, meekness, and 
love He has implanted instead. You will 
have been enabled to understand the way 
in which He has led you; often so contrary 
to the path that you would have chosen, 
often so rough and painful, but which has 
issued in leading you “by a right way to 
a city of habitation.” You will have been 
enabled to approve all His counsels, and see 
their exact adaptation, not merely to your 
own particular case, but to the case of all 
the Church at large. Your heart, too, will 
have been made equal to a Іоуе— Ке, indeed, 
to His love in kind, though immeasurably 
less in degree, which will be welling forth 
without restraint on all the assembly pre- 
sent. Your restored spirit will have thrown 
off the darkness, corruption, and infirmity 
which have so long hindered it from being 
what it was when God first gave “the 
breath of life,” and made man “а living soul.” 


THE BELIEVER'S HOME AND COMPANY. 199 


Your whole power will have become equal to 
the happy, blessed service demanded of you— 
to serve the Lord with gladness, and to follow 
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. Every 
note of your soul will re-echo God’s love, 
and grace, and sweetness, And God will 
look at you as the work of His own hands, 
fashioned by His Spirit; He will see you in 
Christ, and Christ’s work in you; He will 
be satisfied in you, and you in Him. We 
read that we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is.“ Then the many years 
of toil and suffermg will be over; the strug- 
glings and strivings after conformity will be 
ended; then glory will have burst upon you, 
and you will all then with open face behold 
the glory of the Lord, and see that you are 
changed into that very image by the Spirit 
of the Lord. Then the contrast over which 
you have so often and so deeply mourned 
will exist no longer; the endless failings 
which have so often disheartened you will 
all be swept away, and your eye, opening on 
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glories unspeakable, will see “the King in 
His beauty.” You will see yourself so un- 
like what you used to be—no longer unholy, 
no longer unheavenly, but holy, heavenly, 
pure. You will see your Saviour glorified 
in you, and yourself glorified in your Saviour. 
You will behold His face in righteousness ; 
you will stand before Him in His likeness ; 
and, as one has said, “your first look in 
heaven will be at Him, and the second at 
yourself; and seeing yourself in His like- 
ness, you will be able to say what you never 
could before, It is enough; I am satisfied.“ 

This is what awaits all the true inhabitants 
of Zion. And although, my dear brethren, 
there is but little said in the Word of God 
of a positive kind to help us to understand 
the character of heaven, there is this one 
governing idea that ought to fill our minds 
while we walk through this life, as it will 
fill our minds in heaven—and that is, that 
we shall be like Christ, and with Christ. 
That will be the glory of Zion; and that 
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ought to be the glory of our life now. It is 
our only real joy. We live through all other 
joys; we soon get to the bottom of them; 
but the joy connected with simple faith in 
Christ is inexhaustible as well as everlasting. 

What, then, will be the exultation of your 
heart, what will be your song of praise 
when all these things are fulfilled in “that 
day? Does not the text well express the 
rapture of the heart? Cry out and shout, 
thou inhabitant of Zion; for great is the 
Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.” 
Yes, dwelling with Christ for ever! Then, 
“in that day,” will you see how suitable 
is this hymn of praise to you in every 
respect. In that day” you will under- 
stand, as you never did before, “the excel- 
lent things” God has done for you, and how 
great and glorious is He who has done them 
all. In that day” you will say,—How 
“excellent a thing” is it that He reconciled 
me to Himself, and forgave all my sins, and 
that His “reconciliation” is effectual and 
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perpetual, “In that day” you will say,— 
How “ excellent a thing” is.it that He saved 
me with an everlasting salvation, and that I 
now realise its “security,” and that it is 
inalienable and interminable. “In that 
day” you wil say,—How “excellent a 
thing” is it that He carried me through all 
the trials of the way, and enabled me to 
draw from “the wells of salvation” a “supply” 
which was certain, suitable, and inexhaustible. 
“In that day” you will say,—How “excel- 
lent a thing” is it that He enabled me to 
witness a good confession before all men, to 
give “testimony” to His love, and to “ de- 
clare His doings among the people.“ In- 
deed, then shall all acknowledge that all He 
has done in the way of discipline was “ ex- 
cellent.” The sorrow with which He exer- 
eised us was an “excellent thing,” for now 
it is “turned into joy.” The cross which. 
He made us carry was an excellent thing,” 
for lo! it has become a crown. The wilder- 
ness through which He led us, and in which 
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we во often struggled with difficulty, was ап 
“excellent thing,” for, behold, it is become 
the land of glory. And, above all, we shall 
say,— How “ excellent a thing” is it to be 
“an inhabitant of Zion,” where “ there shall 
be no more curse, but the throne of God and 
the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants 
shall serve Him; and they shall see His 
face; and His name shall be in their fore- 
heads. And there shall be no night there ; 
and they need no candle, neither light of 
the sun; for the Lord God giveth them 
light; and they shall reign for ever and 
ever.“ 

To this high and holy estate may God, of 
His infinite mercy, bring every one of us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


THE END. 


BALLANTYNE AND OOM PANT, PRINTERS, EDINBURGH. 


Works by the sume Author. 


I. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 


THE NAME WHICH IS ABOVE EVERY NAME; 
AND THE SHEPHERD AND HIS FLOCK. 


LECTURES PREACHED IN PORTMAN CHAPEL 
DURING LENT 1866-1867. 


CONTENTS. 
1. “Тһе Son Given.” 1. Jehovah’s Shepherd. 
2. Wonderful.” 2. The Good Shepherd Dying. 
8. ‘* Counsellor.” 8. The Great Shepherd Rising. 
4. “Тһе Mighty God.” 4. The Shepherd and Bishop of 
5. The Everlasting Father.” Souls. 
6. “Тһе Prince of Peace.” 5. The Shepherd Feeding the Flock. 


6. The Chief Shepherd Appearing. 


“ Admirable in all respects.”—Church of England Magazine. 
“ They are model pastoral discourses.” - Our Own Fireside. 


“ Not only are these sermons thoroughly evangelical in doc- 
trine, and earnestly practical and faithful in appeal, but they 
are really able sermons, such as the most intelligent hearers 
would listen to with delight. Making no pretensions to novelty 
or genius, they contain a good deal of sound instruction and 
vigorous argument, and are worthy of being preserved in this 
printed form.”—British Quarterly Review, 


52 


II. 


Crown 8vo, 48. cloth, 


THE CHRISTIAN ARMOUR. 


LECTURES PREACHED IN PORTMAN CHAPEL 
| DURING LENT 1864. 


CONTENTS. 


1. The Adversary and his Wiles. 5. The Shield of Faith. 
2. The Girdle of Truth. 6. The Helmet of Salvation. 
8. тле . of Righteous-| 7. The Sword of the Spirit. 


8. Praying Always. 
4. The ‘Sandals of Peace. 


III. 


Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 


LECTURES ON SOME OF THE OFFICES, AND 
THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


PREACHED DURING LENT 1862-63 AT PORTMAN 
CHAPEL. 


CONTENTS. 
f THE OFFICES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
1. 3 Пену and Personality of the На The Holy Spirit the Comforter. 


pitit. The Indwelling of the Hol 
2. The Holy Spirit the Giver of Spirit. 2 ый 
Life. 6. The Holy Spirit as the Spirit of 


8. The Holy Spirit the Glorifier of Prayer, 
Christ. 
, THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
1, Love. 5. Gentleness—Govcdness, 
2. Joy. 6, Faith. 
3. Peace. 7. Temperance, 


4. Long-suffering—Meekness, 


ле уа дымын ЙА ааа ннен де Че с ы аласы 


3 


“These lectures are thoroughly evangelical, sound in doc - 
trine, and practical in tendency and aim.”— Christian А dro-ate. 


“ The lectures are very admirable, and are adapted to be very 
useful. They are not showy and sensational, but searching, 
solid, solemn. They are singularly full of matter; each lecture 
seems as if it had exhausted the whole substance of the gospel, 
and yet in the next you have it all again and again, the same 
old story, but ever varied, ever fresh, and so ever new. We 
give the volume our heartiest commendation. Record. 


Iv. 


Crown 8vo, 8s. 6d. cloth, 


LECTURES ON THE THIRTY-SECOND PSALM. 


PREACHED IN PORTMAN CHAPEL, BAKER STREET, 
DURING LENT 1859. 


CONTENTS. 


1. Forgiveness of Sin. 4. The Hiding- Place. 
2. Backsliding and Obstinacy. 5. God’s Guidance. 
8. Confession of Sin and Recovery. | 6. The Contrast. 


“ The style is earnest and interesting; the language is clear 
and simple; the theology gives no uncertain sound. We have 
been much pleased by the perusal of these lectures, and can 
fully recommend them.”—Christian Examiner. 


“ These lectures are remarkably simple in style and scriptural 


in doctrine. . . . . The contents of this volume we commend 


with pleasure to those who desire quiet and profitable medita- 
tion on these important subjects.” —Zvangelical Magazine, 


4 


V. 


Crown 8уо, 5s, cloth, 


THE TITLES OF JEHOVAH: 


A SERIES OF LECTURES PREACHED IN PORTMAN 


с к ч 


ы 


eon 


. The Principle of the Christian 


CHAPEL DURING LENT 1858; 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


SIX LECTURES ON THE CHRISTIAN RACE, 


PREACHED DURING LENT 1857. 


CONTENTS. 


THE TITLES OF JEHOVAH. 


. Jehovah., 4. Jehovah-Sbalom. 
. Jehovah-Jireh. 5. Jehovah-Nissi. 
. Jehovah-Tsidkenu. 6. Jehovah-Shammah. 


THE CHRISTIAN RACE. 

4. The Race, and the Spirit in 
which it is to be Run. 

5. The Attitude of the Racer. 

6. The Prospect before Him. 


Race, 
. Its Illustration in the Witnesses. 
. The Preparation to Run Suc- 
cessfully. 


ҮТ, 


Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 


DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE. 


LECTURES PREACHED IN PORTMAN CHAPEL. 


LONDON: | 
JAMES NISBET AND CO., 21 BERNERS STREET, W. 


Ы 2 РЕ ДАНКА oe EA АЛУ 23А БЫ ъа» ЭТТ Le eta Ta ee Lt POLE Pain ato ane buen Ss yee ts eet АА) PES SIV ete жу, 
д fi E ‚⁹f MELTS Pelee A EY ee ,. и; ЛАТА А, ЛА У) MAS Мү» Seppe bie өрі Ж” 775 954 ) * N “ 4) << A. 
А4 “- . 2 ene, rect pe A0 sett TAY PAGS 8: А, 7 ИНА . 2 FLEA ee АҚ 
| ) Гу. Кле б 4, fri ees ағ) 295) 

4: 
\ 4 


STE, 
Wen 
ме» тти: 75 
5 7 Tg r У 7, 
10 АГ 2 1 * 4 2 
m 
A — re 
Б: ұу, 
oe А 
> 4 
пе 

"+ 

A 
«УТ? 
ore 


97,97 8 ЕН ? ЖЕ? 44 75 its 
„ 221 ШЕ 22 o NV 
V Т шү Kiri 
5555 slag : AS 5 2 15 ie АТ 77 7 77 . 7 1 ie у 2 


sete 


Ге еі 4 ГА уы) - Ж. 
9 ty \ е — бе ТА a 
E 1 20 rir, еі 
ors maf Ч ео ier а 
=, N th te — ats 
ау, 27 2 5 it р + р 
“и; 2 5 Lf Ар 5 fe 2220: J t- 
7, . ле LA Е Т 
ж.а ГЕР Ы 
554 М, Ie; my 2 
4 E +e d e р ( а, d 
8! ! ғ; И р . т 
ХУ 
103, 
2 Г? 
é ЖУУ £ P а 
2 . „ 
+ 
1 
WG 


25 Bel . 5 755 . . . 272 25 97) 7 if ЖЕН? Т 21 3 5 1 222 1 5 
VVV l Fir Tht TiS fea а. palay ot 
х ) , с weyers 9,5% ӘН lee 25 H ) ў : Se ! ba ее 5 . 777 РА 


42 Ky 15 — 


> 
, 
s 
> 
4 as 
2 fy 
5 7 , 
7 yore 
?; 
474 
$ —— 
4 гу 
“Т 4 
> Pts 
bk 
5 Ұ 


wee 


5, Уз a ; 4 ; i 5 1 . 2 ; ie 4 3555 A Ж і Я 
» | . ? 3 i 4 с А TATNA 8 221, Y Ур > . ж ДУ ir 25 А 9 7 y і й Д 7 is A Be ie , 
ОНИЕ ie, 27 й 2 „N 
! ; 2 ААРЫ ыы ғалы i 4 f * 
C, %, , 
; | ЖИА НН Қ AAY | 
А? 2а 2 ы р 


